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Iraq reports new target hit in Gulf 

BAG HQ AD.( Agencies) — Iraq said its warplanes -at tacked and 
hit a “large naval larger Tuesday near the main Iranian o3 
terminal of Kharg Island m the Gulf. A military spokesman said 
the planes attacked the target at 4.50 p.m. (1350 GMT) and 
returned safely to base. There was no immediate confirmation of 
the attack from shipping and salvage sources in the Gulf, who said 
they had heard naemergency messages Wednesday. The reported 
attack brings to. 12 the number of slu'ps Iraq says it has hit in the 
Gulf this year. The previous claim, not confirmed independently, 
was on Jan. 1 4.. Independent shipping sources have confirmed 
only three strikes this year, the last on Jan. 11 on the 10.267-ton 
Iranian bulk carrier Iran Emdad. None of the three ships were 
tankers. 




A SPECIAL INVITATION 

If you know about good food then L'OLIVIER 
RESTAURANT has a special invitation for you.' 
Come and enjoy the best food in town, served 
in' a relaxing atmosphere of live piano and. 
violin music. Delectable fresh sea food is ser- 
ved every day. 

WE WILL BE GLAD TO HAVE YOU 
Open Saturday to Thursday, lunch 
and dinner 

For reservations please call 819564 
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U.N. group 
condemns settlements 

UNITED NATIONS (R) - The 
United Nations committee on 
Palestinian rights expressed con- 
cern Wednesday about '‘constant 
violations" by Israel, as a result of 
its policy of establishing Jewish 
settlements on the occupied West 
Bank. The committee, through its 
Chairman Massamba Sarre, rea- 
cted to a report that the Israeli 
government approved on Jan. 10 
the sites for six new settlements. In 
a letter to Secretary General Jav- 
ier Perez de Cuellar, Mr.. Sarre 
said that about 100 new set- 
tlements had already been est- 
ablished, "notwithstanding the ill- 
egality of such action, the censure 
of international opinion and num- 
- erous resolutions of the Security 
Council and the General Ass- 
embly.” 

Two Israelis 
wounded in Sidon 

SIDON. Lebanon (R) — Two Isr- 
aeli soldiers were injured Wed- 
nesday when a bomb wen toff near 
ihcfr patrol in the centre of this 
South Lebanese port city, security 
sources said. Israeli troops seated 
off the area -and held 20 people 
briefly for questioning before rel- 
easing them. 

Hart in Moscow 

MOSCOW (R) — United States 
Senator Gary Hart arrived in the 
Soviet Union Wednesday for talks 
he said would centre an prospects 
for forthcoming arms talks bet- 
ween the superpowers. Mr. Hart, 
who was beaten for the Dem- 
ocratic presidential nomination by 
Waller Mondale last year, was met 
■at Moscow's - Sheremetyevo. ;air- 
port by- Georgy Arbatov, head of 
the Kremlin’s Institute for U.S. 
and Canada studies. Also at the 
airport to greet Mr. Hart was Cur- 
tis Kamman. deputy head of the 
UJS. embassy in Moscow. 

Arabs to boycott 
‘Falasha airline’ 

BRUSSELS (R) — Arab League 
states have been recommended by 
their Brussels ambassadors to 
boycott a Belgian charter airline 
which carried out an airlift of Eth- 
iopian Jews lo Israel, an Arab 
League spokesman said Wed- 
nesday. Planes belonging toTrans 
European Airways would no lon- 
ger be allowed to land in Arab 
League countries and their gov- 
ernments would have no contacts 
with the company if the rec- 
ommendation was accepted, he 
said. 


Knesset rejects 
law amendment 

TEL AV'JVfR) — The Israeli par- 
liament Wednesday rejected an 
attempt by religious political par- 
ties to redefine who is a Jew after 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
warned the move would have ins- 
died Jews around the world. The 
parliament voted 62 to 5 1 against 
an amendment to the "low of ret- 
urn” which automatically gives 
citizenship to Jews emigrating to 
Israel. The bill, tabled by four 
orthodox religious parties, sought 
to redefine Jewish identity to exc- 
lude gen tfles converted to Judaism 
by non- orthodox rabbis. 
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Lebanon prepares for 

partial Israeli pullout; 
no firm decision taken 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — . Lebanese gov- 
- e rumen t and army leaders Wednesday rev- 
iewed options over a planned three-stage Isr- 
aeli troop withdrawal from South Lebanon. 


The army command briefed 
cabinet members during a five- 
hour session, but no immediate 
decisions were reached on how the 
army would fill the vacuum, min- 
isterial sources quoted by Reuters 
said. 

Israel has said the first stage of 
the withdrawal, after 31 months 
occupation, will be completed 
within five weeks. 

The pro-Syrian Ash Sharq new- 
spaper said efforts were underway 
to form a new army brigade to 
take over areas evacuated by Isr- 
ael, but there was no official con- 
firmation of this. 

It was not known whether the 
government hoped to resume 
U.N.-hosted troop withdrawal 
talks. with Israel suspended by the 
Israelis after their 1 2th session on 
Jan. 7. 

U.N. Under-secretary-General 
Brian Urquharu who saw Prime 
Minister Rashid Karami and Pre- 
sident Amin Gemayel Tuesday, 
flew to Damascus Wednesday 
where the official press said Syria 
wanted the talks to resume. 

But in Tel Aviv, an Israeli mil- 
itary spokesman said they would 
not resume this week. 


It was-not clear if the continued 
suspension meant Israel was unw- 
illing to coordinate its pull-back 
with Lebanon. Israel has said the 
first troop withdrawals will be 
from Sidon area. 

Israel's withdrawal from the 
outskirts of Beirut in September 
1 983 was not coordinated with the 
Lebanese government. It tri- 
ggered a three-week war among 
rival militiamen and Lebanese 
army troops in the mountains 
above Beirut, with massacres on 
both sides. 

Lebanese army units moved 
southwards from Beirut towards 
- Israeli lines near Sidon last Sat- 
urday to prepare to enter the 
south when the Israelis leave. 

The ministerial sources said the 
cabinet had set up a multi-party 
committee to tackle problems fac- 
ing the army operation. 

Political sources said a number 
-of rightist militiamen had failed to 
keep an agreement to evacuate 
the Iklim AJ Kharroub region near 
Israeli lines, despite the wit- 
hdrawal of their rivals. 

The sources said there were still 
2.000 mostly Christian rightist 
fighters in the region, although 


those not native to the area should 
have left under an all-party agr- 
eement. 

Only 700 soldiers had deployed 
in the army operation, despite ear- 
lier reports that some 1,800 men 
were involved, the sources added. 

According to security sources. 
Israeli troops and their Lebanese 
militia allies have set up che- 
ckpoints just north of Israeli lines, 
preventing Lebanese troops from 
approaching their positions along 
the Awali River. 

In Tel Aviv, an Israeli Foreign 
Ministry official, who spoke on 
condition he was not identified, 
said that Lebanon had requested 
the postponement of the wit- 
hdrawal talks and that Israel had 
agreed. 

The Israeli cabinet of Monday 
approved a plan for a three-stage 
withdrawal from Lebanon, but 
another round of negotiations 
with the Lebanese had been sch- 
eduled for Thursday in order to 
help pave the way for the dep- 
loyment of other forces in (he area 
to be evacuated by the Israeli occ- 
upation army. 

The Iasi round of Israeli- 
Lebanese talks wason Jan. 7 at the 
headquarters of the United Nat- 
ions Interim Forces In Lebanon 

(Cou tinned on page 3) 

Israeli pullout decision could boost 
Naqoura talks, U.S. says, page 2 


No Mideast settlement without 
Soviet role, Andreotti tells EC 


STRASBOURG. France (R) — 
Italian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Guilio Andreotti said Wednesday 
that the Soviet Union could not be 
excluded from any future set- 
tlement of the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. 

Mr. Andreotti referred to the 
Middle East in a speech to the 
European Parliament laying down 
his country’s programme for its 
six-month presidency of the 10- 
nation European Community. 

"We cannot disregard the use- 
fulness of suitable contacts with 
the Soviet Union which, because 
of traditional positions and the 
relationships that have been built 
up in the Middle East, cannot be 
excluded from any future overall 
settlement of the crisis.” he said. 

Diplomats said Mr. Andreottrs 
cam mem about a Soviet role in an 
eventual settlement would not be 
welcomed by the United States, 
which pushed Moscow out 'of the 


Middle East peace process when it 
negotiated the 1979 Camp David 
agreement with Egypt and Israel. 

Italian Prime Minister Bettino 
Craxi and British Foreign Sec- 
retary Sir Geoffrey Howe have 
recently been told by leaders of 
Egypt and Jordan that Moscow 
should be brought into the peace 
process. Syria has always insisted 
on Soviet involvement. 

Mr. Andreotti said pressure 
roust be stepped up to open talks 
aimed at a negotiated solution of 
the Arab-Israeli conflict now that 
Israel's new government was sho- 
wing what he described as signs of 
paying more attention to the pro- 
blem of Palestinians in Israeli- 
occupied territories. 

King Hussein and other Jor- 
danian officials with whom he had 
spoken in Amman keenly exp- 
ected that Europe would cap- 
italise on any glimmer of hope in 


the peace dialogue, he said. 

Any action by the community, 
however, should be linked to that 
of the United States, whose role 
was "certainly not exclusive but of 
prime importance" to a solution. 

"The ten need to act with cau- 
tion but with perserverance by 
proposing realistic targets which 
do not situate themselves over- 
am biliously beyond the cap- 
abilities of the European Com- 
munity." Mr. Andreotti said. 

Community leaders decided at 
their Dublin summit meeting last 
month to push forward Middle 
East peace efforts but opted aga- 
inst playing a direct mediation role 
in the area. 

Mr. Andreotti said the United 
Nations should be more involved 
in peacemaking as initiatives 
under its aegis would be gua- 
ranteed to be balanced and should 
be acceptable all round. 


Jury takes partial decision in favour 
of Sharon in Time libel suit 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — A' 
jury Wednesday took the first of 
three steps necessary to give for- 
mer Israeli Defence Minister 
Ariel Sharon victory in a libel suit 
against Time magazine, then con- 
tinued deliberating the remaining 
issues. 

Judge Abraham Sofaer ann- 
ounced in federal court in New 
York that the four-woman, two- 
man jury reached the initial dec- 
ision after 17 hours of discussion' 
which began late on Monday aft- 
ernoon. 

The judge said the jurors found- 
that Time’s 1 9S3 cover story on 
the official Israeli inquiry into a. 
massacre at two Palestinian ref- 
ugee camps in Beirut ihe previous 
year defamed Sharon, who has 
sued the magazine for S50 million. 

The decision was the first of 
three that the jury must make in 
order tp arrive at a verdict of libel 
against Time. The jury must con- 
tinue lo deliberate on the issues of 
falsity and malice. 

Sharon left the courtroom after 
the ruling without making any 
comment. 

In a prepared, four-senience 
staremeni issued to reporters. 
Time said. “This is only the First of 
the three issues which the jury 
must decide in this part of the trial, 
and we Teznain confident that we 
will prevail." The statement also- 
said. “Time continues to believe 


that the article was substantially 
true and we could have proven 
that had we been given adequate 
access to secret Israeli documents 
and testimony." 

Sharon is suing over a Feb. 21. 
1983. Time cover story that said 
he reportedly “discussed" rev- 
enge for the assassination of Leb-' 
anon's president-elect. Bashir 
GcmayeL. with Falangists a day 
before Christian militiamen mas- 
sacred hundreds of Palestinians in 
Israeli-occupied west Beirut. 

Sharon had denied discussing 
revenge “with any Lebanese." 

The jury decided unanimously, 
“by a preponderance of the evi- 
dence.” that the Time article, 
“read in context," had defamed 
Sharon. Based on that finding, the 
jury then decided that a key par- 
agraph of the story meant Sharon 
"consciously intended" to allow 
the Falangists to take revenge, inc- 
luding killing non-combatants. 

I he jury, however, did not rule 
that the paragraph meant Sharon 
actively encouraged” the mas- 
sacre. 

In addition, the jury said the 
defamatory effect of the par- 
agraph was “aggravated" 
by Time's statement that details of 
the alleged revenge discussion 
were contained in a secret section 
of an Israeli inquiry commission's 
report. 

The jury was not in the cou- 


rtroom when the partial verdict 
was read Wednesday. Judge Sof- 
aer said they had begun del- 
iberating the second stage in rea- 
ching a libel verdict under U.S. 
law — the question of whether the 
Time story was false. 

If they find it was. they will then 
move- to the final test of libel — 
whether Time published the story 
knowing that it was false or with 
reckless disregard for the truth. 

Time argued that Sharon, now 
Israefs minister of industry and 
commerce, filed the suit to enh- 
ance his political stature in Israel 
and purge the stain left on his rep- 
utation by the Israeli inquiry, cal- 
led the Kahan Commission. 


Israel claims 
Katyusha attack 
came from Jordan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Israel Radio 
said Wednesday a Katyusha roc- 
ket fell in the Israeli occupied side 
of the Jordan Valley Tuesday 
night and claimed it could have 
been fired from Jordanian ter- 
ritoiy. The radio said Jordanian 
uoops were seen at daybreak pat- 
rolling near the East Bank of the 
Jordan River and contended that 
they were searching for Lhose who 
fired the rocket. 



SULTAN BUYS DORCHESTER: The million (then S52 million) paid when the hotel cha- 
elegant Dorchester Hotel in London i above) has oged hands last July. The sale of the world-famous 
been sold to the Sultan of Brunei, a hotel spo- 285-room hotel overlooking Hyde Park was agreed 
keswoman said Wednesday. The sale price was nut to Tuesday by the SuKan's representatives and the 
disclosed but it was said to be in excess of the £40 Hong Kong-based Regent International Hotels Co. 


U.S., Soviets may hold Mideast 
talks including Gulf, Afghanistan 


WASHINGTON I Agencies) — 
The United States and the Soviet 
Union may hold lalkson the Mid- 
dle East, officials said in ‘Was- 
hington. while in Geneva a senior 
Israeli official said Israel was wat- 
ching the prospects for such talks 
and would welcome a "more pos- 
itive altitude” by. Moscow toward* 
the Arab-lsradi conflict. 

Reuters quoted unidentified 
U.S. officials as saying that brief 
reference to the Middle East was 
made when U.S. Secretary of 
State George Shultz and Soviet 
Foreign Minister Andrei Gro- 
myko met in Geneva last week. 

The White House said Monday 
the subject was not discussed in 
Geneva but Reuters quoted a 
State Department official as say ing 
Tuesday that "a passing ref- 
erence" on the Middle East had 
been made. He said no decision 
had been taken about the place, 
lime or level of representation in 
any future talks. 

President Reagan, in a United 
Nations speech last September, 
proposed thai the two countries 


have periodic consultations at 
"policy level" about regional pro- 
blems. 

Officials said any talks with the 
Soviet Union on the Middle East 
would also be expected to cover 
such issues as the Iran- Iraq war 
and Afghanistan. 

On Monday, responding to a 
press report, the administration 
reiterated its opposition to an int- 
ernational conference that would 
bring the Soviet Union into Mid- 
dle East diplomacy. 

In Geneva. Israeli Foreign Min- 
istry Director-General David 
Kimche. replying to news con- 
ference questions about reported 
contacts between Moscow and the 
United States on Middle East iss- 
ues. said: "There was a decision, 
we understand, to discuss Middle 
East affairs between the Ignited 
States and the Soviet l*nion. We 
do not know what that means. We 
are going to watch it carefully. 

"If it means that the Soviet 
Union will become more positive 
in its approach towards the peace 
.process in the Middle East, and 


will give its support, we shall wel- 
come it.'" he said. 

Mr. Kimche said that Moscow 
could play a more "meaningful 
role” in the region only after res- 
toring diplomatic relations with 
Israel, broken off after the 1967 
Arab-Israeli war. Bui he added 
there was no sign such a move was 
imminent. 

A IL S. State Department spo- 
kesman said earlier this week 
there had been diplomatic con- 
tacts with the Soviet Lin ion on 
possible discussions on the Middle 
East. Bui he denied agreement 
had been reached on holding a 
meeting of Middle East experts. 

On Monday, the New York 
Times said that ihe U.S. has inf- 
ormed Egypt and Israel of its dec- 
ision io initiate a dialogue on the* 
Middle East with the Soviet 
Umon. The report was denied by 
VVhite House spokesman Larry 
Speakes who flatly stated that the 
i- -S. had no intention to bring 
Moscow to play any role in the 
Middle East. 


PLO to 
discuss 
Jordanian 
proposal 
in ‘next 
few days’ 

By John Rice 

Thf Associated Press 

AMMAN — The Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) 
Executive Committee plans to 
meet within the next few days in 
Tunis to discuss the proposal by 
Jordan for a joint peace strategy, 
committee members said Wed- 
nesday. 

The meeting in Tunisia "could 
be by the weekend or the beg- 
inning of next week." said Moh- 
ammad Milhem. Abdul Rahim 
Ahmad said he thought it would 
be Monday. 

A panel appointed by the PLO 
Executive Committee met with 
top Jordanian officials on Jan. 8 to 
discuss the proposal King Hussein 
put forward in a speech to the Pal- 
estine National Council (PNC) 
last November. 

King Hussein proposed that 
Jordan and the PLO forge a com- 
mon strategy for creation of a Pal- 
estinian homeland in return for 
peace with Israel in exchange for 
land. 

The Executive Committee is to 
discuss the results of that first 
meeting, "how far they have gone 
and how far they can go.” Mr. 
Milhem said. 

Mr. Ahmad said a second 
Jordanian-Palesiinian meeting 
would then be held Jan. 25 in 
Amman. 

Farouk Kaddoumi. head of the 
Palestinian delegation to the talks, 
has been quoted in recent articles 
as saying that in the first meeting, 
the PLO repeated its opposition to 
‘U.N. Security Council Resolution 
242 . 

King Hussein has proposed an 
international peace conference 
bused on Resolution 242. which 
calls for Israeli withdrawal from 
territory it occupied in the 1967' 
war in return for peace. The PLO 
objects because the resolution ' 
deals with the Palestinian problem 
3S one of refugees and does not 
deal with the issue of a Palestinian 
state. But the PLO has endorsed 
the peace conference idea. 


Maksoud urges two-pronged approach 
towards U.S. to achieve Mideast peace 


Sikh high 
priest shot 
in Punjab 

NEW DELHI (API — A Sikh 
high priest was shot and wounded 
by three motorcycle-riding Sikh 
militants on Wednesday in 
India's troubled Punjab state, the 
United News of India ( L [ NI ) rep- 
orted. The gunmen escaped. 

Kirpal Singh, one of the five 
high priests of Sikhism, was rep- 
orted in stable condition after 
emergency surgery at the Chr- 
istian Medical College hospital in 
Ludhiana City, the news agency 
said. 

Two of the priest’s aides also 
were wounded in the attack. UNI 
said. The aides also were listed out 
of danger at the same hospital. 

No arrests were immediately 
reported. 

Kirpal Singh, the head priest of 
the Akal Takht. seat of the highest 
authority in Sikhism, is widely 
regarded as a hardliner. He bit- 
terly denounced the army sto- 
rming on the Golden Temple 
complex in Amritsar, saying 
India's 1 3 million Sikhs will never 
"forget that sacrilege.” 

The Akal Takhl was one of the* 
buildings badly damaged in the 
storming aimed at rooting out ext- 
remists fighting for an ind- 
ependent Sikh nation. 

Extremists had reinforced the 
building and used it as their Inst 
line of defence againsi soldiers in 
the bitter June 6 battle in which at 
least 800 people died. 

Security forces in Punjab were 
placed on a state-wide alert fol- 
lowing the shooting, the Press 
Trust of India (PT1) said. It also 
said Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
had sent one of his closest aides lo 
Ludhiana. 


BEIRUT (AP) — Clovis Mak- 
soud. the Arab League amb- 
assador to the Ignited Nations, 
said Wednesday the coming year 
will provide a good but "probably 
a last chance" to settle the 37- 
year-old Middle East conflict. 

Mr. Maksoud. honoured at a 
luncheon while on a visit to his 
native land, also said Arab nations 
should try to improve ties with the 
United Slates but also should be 
ready to "punish" it if diplomacy 
fails to alter the American bias 
towards Israel. 

Eased tensions between Was- 
hington and Moscow and U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez de 
Cuellars efforts to convene an 
international peace conference 
could "reflect positively" on the 
volatile Middle East situation. Mr. 
Maksoud said. 

He noted that the United Sta- 
les. along with Israel, has so far' 
opposed the convening any such 


NOUMEA (Agencies) — Settlers 
and black militants traded death 
threats and insults in New Cal- 
edonia in graffiti daubed on wails 
in Noumea Wednesday as France 
pondered over what to do next in 
its troubled Pacific territory. 

Owners of hotels, bars and clubs 
led the protests against on ove- 
rnight curfew, imposed under a 
state of emergency, which has left 
normally lively Noumea like a 
.ghost town at night. 

"We will be ruined if the curfew 
is not lifted." Pierre Lombard, 
president ol the union of res- 
taurants and hotels of Noumea.' 
told reporters. 

The aim of the curfew, from 9 


U.N. conference, which would be 
attended by the Soviet Union and 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation l PLO). 

"Israel and the Republic of 
South Africa, with the regretful 
American support, arc trying to 
render U.N. resolutions wor- 
thless. while we are trying to pre- 
serve the efficiency of the United 
Nations in resolving world con- 
flicts.” he said. 

But he added that U.S. opp- 
osition io an international peace 
conference could change if the 
Arabs could unify to better pre- 
sent their case in the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

He said the Arabs should act 
now. while President Ronald 
Reagan is most influential after his 
sweeping election victory, to try to 
win -U.S.. respect, before LLS. 
support, for our causes." 

He explained that the U.S. pre- 
sident could be effective if per- 


p.m. to 6 a.m.. is to check the vio- 
lence sparked by last week's dea- 
ths of a white youth and Elobi 
Machoro. a leader of the Mel- 
anesian Kanuks seeking imm- 
ediate independence for New Cal- 
edonia. 

The atmosphere in the territory 
remained tense and graffiti, both 
for and againsi independence,, 
appeared on wails. 

French special envoy Edgard 
Pisan i. sent here to work out an 
independence plan, was a leading 
' target for the Kanak Socialist Nat- 
ional Liberation Front iFLNKS). 

"Pisani assassin" was a pro- 
minent slogan. 


suaded now to undertake an ini- 
tiative in the Middle East, but by 
the "first three months of next 
year he will be functioning as a 
caretaker” 

The veteran diplomat, who is 
also Arab League ambassador to 
the United States, added, “str- 
engthening ties with the United 
States must be accompanied by a 
willingness to punish the United 
States if it continues its present 
negative si3nd in support of Isr- 
ael's goals." 

He cited oil as one weapon the 
"resourceful" Arabs could 'use 
againsi the United Slates. 

“The Liniled States is a country 
with an administration and a peo- 
ple. They are pragmatic and they 
should he made to feel that then- 
support for Israel is fruitless... if 
they don't feel that their interests 
are at stake, then why should they 
change.” said Mr. Maksoud. who 
has been in his post since 1979. 


The death toll in violence in the 
territory reached 19 last Saturday 
when police shot dead black mil- 
itant Eloi Machoro saying he ope- 
ned fire on them. 

The FLNKS is now getting con- 
stant mail and telephone calls 
from white extremists lauding his 
killing. 

A letter received TiTesday told 
FLNK S leaders that they would be 
next on Ihe death list. “Your days 
are numbered ” it said. 

The letter bore a skull and cro- 
ssbones. a drawing of rifle sights- 
and was purportedly signed by the 
right-wing anti-independence 
National Front Movement. 


New Caledonia tension hits new heights 
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Israeli pullout decision 
could boost talks _U.S. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Israel’s decision to wit- 
hdraw its troops from Lebanon could give new imp- 
etus to its efforts to work out security arrangements 
in talks with the Lebanese, the U.S. State Dep- 
artment has said. 


The Israeli cabinet voted in fav- 
our of plans for a unilateral 
three-phased withdraw Monday 
after failing to reach an agreement 
with Lebanon in United Nations- 
cponsored talks in the Lebanese 
xirder village of Naqoura. 

State Department Spokesman 
Alan Romberg said the United 
Stales welcomed the decision, 
which he said "could provide a 
new impetus for progress at Naq- 
oura for arrangements that would 
be in (he interests of all parties 
involved". 

He said the U.S. continued to 
support the Naqoura talks but 


gave no sign that Washington was 
ready to assume a role as med- 
iator. 

The Reagan administration is 
known to be reluctant to play an 
active role unless the parties the- 
mselves are more willing to com- 
promise. 

At a State Department news 
briefing. Mr. Romberg also said 
the United States took as a grave 
and serious threat a statement by 
the Islamic Jihad group that it 
would try five kidnapped Ame- 
ricans as spies. 

The Americans — a diplomat, a 
journalist, a university librarian, a 


Protestant pastor and a Roman 
Catholic'priest — were seized over 
the past 1 0 months in mainly Mus- 
lim west Beirut. 

Mr. Romberg said he could not 
confirm that an anonymous caller 
in Beirut who threatened the trial 
had any connection with Islamic 
Jihad. 

But he said, “these innocent 
people have been held captive for 
extended periods of time, in some 
cases approaching a year, and all- 
owed no contact with their fam- 
ilies. 

“Their treatment violates the 
norms of civilised behaviour and is 
contrary to the very religious ten- 
ets the caller in Beirut claims to 
defend.” 

Mr. Romberg said the caller's 
charges that the captives used jou- 
rnalism. education and religion as 
a cover for subversive activities 
was “patently absurd. 1 ' 


U.S. Navy chief holds talks in Bahrain 


MANAMA. Bahrain (AP) — The 
U.S. chief of naval operations. 
Admiral James Watkins, was in 
the Gulf region this week for what 
was described as a continuation of 
high-level military cooperation 
contacts between the United Sta- 
tes and Arab countries threatened 
by offshoots of the Iran- Iraq war. 

Fresh from a visit to Oman 
where he held talks with Deputy 
Prime Minister for Security and 
Defence Affairs Fahr Ibn Timur. 
Adm. Watkins met here Wed- 
nesday with the ruler of Bah?rain. 
Sheikh Isa Ibn Salman A! Khalifa. 

The meeting was attended by 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Muh- 
ammad Ibn Mubarak and Armed 
Forces Chief of Staff. Brig. Kha- 
lifa Ibn Ahmad. 

Western diplomatic sources 
said that Adm. Watkins dis- 


cussions with Sheikh Isa dealt lar- 
gely with the situation in the Gulf, 
scene of a protracted war between 
Iraq and Iran. 

The visit was described as a 
“routine attempt to keep high- 
level contacts going" between the 
U.S. and the Arab countries of the 
Gulf region. 

The Gulf Arab countries have 
been deeply concerned over the 
spillovers from the Iran-Iraq war. 
mainly the so-called “Tanker 
war” which brought the Gulf con- 
flict closer to the doorsteps of the 
neutral Arab countries. 

Iraq has been raiding com- 
mercial vessels in the non hem 
sector of the Gulf, in a declared 
attempt to undermine Iran's eco- 
nomy by blocking its oil exports. 
The Iranians have been retaliating 
with similar air raids on Arab and 


other oil tankers in neutral waters 
south of the war zone. 

Iran has repeatedly threatened 
to block Gulf oil exports by closing 
the strategic Strait of Hormuz, the 
Gulf waterways southern outlet to 
the Indian Ocean. 

Bahrain and other Gulf powers 
have declared that defence of their 
own hinterlands was their own 
responsibility. 

No details were immediately 
available on the visit by Adm. 
Watkins, who was to spend two 
days of talks here with Bahraini 
officials. 

The U.S. has committed itself to 
the defence of the Gulf, if military 
assistance was required by any of 
the Arab countries of the region, 
in the event of an external threat 
or if the Hormuz was blocked to 
international shipping. 


Algeria wants Polisario at Maghreb summit 


PARIS (R) — Algeria's national 
daily AI Moudjahid said Wed- 
nesday a North African summit 
was difficult to imagine “in the 
total absence of the Saharan peo- 
ple's legitimate representatives.” 
In an editorial reported by the 
Algerian News Agency APS rec- 
eived here, the paper said: “In one 
way or another the Polisario 
Front, the only custodian of Sah- 
aran aspirations, must have the 


chance lo inform a North African 
summit of the will of a people of 
which it is the vanguard.” 

Informed sources in Tunis have 
said Algeria has agreed to a Tun- 
isian proposal for a summit but 
wants Polisario. which is fighting 
Morocco for Western Saharan 
independence, to take part. 

Al Moudjahid said: “If the aim 
is to work towards building up the 
Maghreb, how could it omit to dis- 


cuss what is the main obstacle 
today ...? Obviously, the Western 
Sahara conflict is the heart of the 
problem in the Maghreb. 


“The obstacles to implementing 
the Saharan people’s self- 
determination rights and the fra- 
tricidal fighting resulting - from it 
are elements of instability and sta- 
lemate for the great Maghreb ..." 
the paper said. . .. 
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TRAIN ING COURSE I Minister of Public technicians at the Ministry of Public Works (Petra 
Works Raif Nljtn (centre) Wednesday opens a six- photo) 
r week training coarse for construction engineers and 


Oslo rejects 
application 
for PLO 
office 


OSLO (R) — The Norwegian 
government has rejected an app- 
lication by the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) to 
open an information office in 
Norway, the Justice Ministry said. 

The ministry said in a statement 
that the security risks of a PLO 
office in Oslo were too great and 
could provoke clashes between 
the organisation's supporters and 
opponents.' 

Government sources said riv- 
alry between factions within the 
PLO has also contributed to the 
decision. 

“The split in the PLO between 
moderate and fringe elements has 
provoked violence which Norway 
does not want to encounter in its 
own country.*' they said. 

The sources said Norway’s Jus- 
tice Minister. Mona Roekke. 
would tell parliament that the 
PLO’s representative in Bonn, 
Abdul Rahman Alawi, would not 
be allowed residence and work 
permits for Norway. 

Opposition parliamentarians 
and a pro- Palestinian group in 
Norway later attacked the gov- 
ernment's decision to reject the 
application.! . . .... 


Luce: U.K. supports 
Palestinian rights 
to self-determination 


MUSCAT. Oman (Agencies) — 
British Minister of State for For- 
eign and Commonwealth .Affairs 
Richard Luce, concluding a four- 
day visit to Oman told a press con- 
ference Wednesday that Britain 
continued to support the Pal- 
estinians' right to self- 
determination. 


He said Britain's policy on the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
had “not changed,” and declared 
that an early end to the Arab- 
Tsraeli conflict was also “in the 

long-term interest of Israel.” 

* 

As member of the European 
Community. Britain is committed 
to the Venice Declaration which 
called for the association of the 


- PLO with the Middle East peace 
making process, as well as the pri- 
nciple of self-determination for 
the Palestinian people. 

Mr. Luce said that a Middle 
East initiative by the European 
Community would be ina- 
ppropriate. 

“It is after all for the parties 
themselves to take the lead. They 
have to live with each other,” he 
said. 

But if the Jordanians. Egyptians 
and other Arab friends of Europe 
could come forward “with some 
practical ideas towards a dialogue 
with the Israelis, we would want to 
give it the greatest possible sup- 
port and encouragement,” he 
added. 


Britain advises nationals 
to leave southern Sudan 


LONDON (R) — Britain advised 
some 200 nationals to leave sou- 
thern Sudan to avoid being caught 1 
up in fighting between gov- 
ernment troops and rebels. 

The Foreign Office said the Bri- 
tons in Equatoria province east of 
the Nile were being advised to 
leave. They were mainly per- 
sonnel of the 1 Overseas Dev- 
elopment Administration (ODA) 


engaged in aid projects. 

The Foreign Office said it was 
trying to alert them on the radio 
waves of the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC). 

The BBC in its World Service 
broadcast a message from the Bri- 
tish High Commissioner in Kha- 
rtoum urging Britons to assemble 
at the ODA office In Juba, capital 
of southern Sudan. 


Mubarak arrives 
in Greece for talks 


ATHENS (R) — Egyptian Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak arrived 
Wednesday for a two-day official 
visit which Greek officials said 
underlined the two countries' suc- 
cess in improving their relations 
during the past year. 

Mr. Mubarak is in Athens at the 
invitation of President Con- 
stantine Karamanlis, a former 
conservative prime minister. He 
paved the way for better relations 
when he visited Cairo last March. 

Until then. Greek- Egyptian tics 
had been overshadowed by the 
radical stance of Greek Prime 
Minister Andreas Papandreou on 
the Middle East and by disputes 
over Greek property in Egypt and 
Egyptian property in Greece. 

Mr. Papandreou's party, the 
PanheUenic Socialist Movement 
(PASOK). opposes the U.S.- 
sponsored Camp David peace 
process and enjoys godd relations 
with Libya and Syria, but party 
officials say they want Greece to 
sta y out of inter-Arab disputes. 

Greek officials said Mr. Mub- 
arak's talks with Mr. Karamanlis 
and Mr. Papandreou would focus 
on the Middle East and Cyprus 
and on Mediterranean, int- 
ernational and bilateral questions. 


An Egyptian Minister of State; 

Boutros Ghali said in an interview 
published in Athens Wednesttay - 
vtiat Egypt would eventually be. 
accepted back into the Arab fold 
in spite of its participation in the 
Camp David process. 

“ Sooner or later all Arab stares: 
will raise their diplomatic rep- 
resentation in Cairo u> amb- 
assador level, as Jordan has 
done.... Arab solidarity will ove- 
rcome Arab disputes. - * Dr. GhaiL 
who is accompanying Mr. Mub:. 
arak. told the newspaper Kat- 
himerini. -- ' 

He said Egypt was grateful for 
Greece’s support for the Pal-, 
estinian cause and that Greece 
'could play an important role in lh*r : 
Middle East, unilaterally and thr- 
ough the European Community. 

Police laid on a big security ope- 
ration for the visit and Greek off- 
icials declined to give details of 
Mr. Mubarak's programme until 
the Iasi moment. 

Press repons in several cou- 
ntries have said radical Syrian- 
backed Palestinian commandos 
have arrived in Greece recently 
and Athens has been warned of 
this. Greek officials have neither 
confirmed nor denied the reports. 


Tehran pledges to help 
U.N. team for prisoners 


TEHRAN(R) — Iran will do eve- 
rything to help a three-man Uni- 
ted Nadons team arriving here on 
Friday after visiting Iraq to look 
into conditions of Gulf war pri- 


Mr. Ardebili said Iran wel- 
comed the team because Tehran 
was concerned about the tre- 
atment of Iranian prisoners in Iraq 
after what he called one-sided 


soners. Deputy Foreign Minister reports of the Gorgan incident by 


Hussein Kazem-Pour Ardebili has 
said. 

Mr. Ardebili told a press con- 
ference he hoped the team would 
produce a sincere and realistic 
report which will result in imp^ 
rovements in conditions for 
prisoners-of-war (PoWs) in both 
countries.” 

Meanwhile, a spokesman for 
the Iranian committee in charge of 
Iraqi prisoners, quoted by the Nat- 
ional News Agency IRNA. said 
Tehran would free unilaterally 26 
disabled or injured Iraqi PoWs“in 
the near future.” 

The U.N. team was formed in 
November following reports that 
six Iraqis had died the previous 
month in a riot at a PoW camp in 
Gorgan. northern Iran. Iran agr- 
eed to receive the mission if it first 
visited Iraq. ... 


of 


the International Committee 
the Red Cross (ICRC). 

Since the Gorgan incident, the 
Geneva-based ICRC has sus- 
pended registration of PoWs in 
Iran and looking into their wel- 
fare. 

Mr. Ardebili called on the 
ICRC to express regret over whart 
he said was the rale of its officials 
in the Gorgan incident and to cha- 
nge the composition of Us mivtinn 
m Iran. 

The U.N. team, comprising Pro- 
fessor Torken Opsahl of Norway, 
Major-General Rafael Vale- 
Huerta of Venezuela and Pro- 
fessor Wolfram Kark. of Austria, 
will spend six days in Iran, the 
same as in Iraq. 

Iran has accused Baghdad of 
violating the Geneva Convention. 
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TV & RADIO 


JORDAN TELEVISION. 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639. 720. 1413 KHz 


MAIN CHANNEL 

Koran 

I ?: I0 - Cannons 

•7:35 Children Programmes 

IMS WaJi Disney 

19:00 Local Programme on Agriculture 

19:30 Programme Review 

10:40 Week's Event 

>9=55 Music 

2k®0 News in Arabic 

20=30 .Arabic Series 

21:15 Tomorrow's Programmes 

21:30 Arabic Play 

32: >3 News in Arabic 

22:10 Play Continued 

FOREIGN CHANNEL 

l&DO .. Cine Pemue* Eapressionnisies 

18:30 .. ........ .. Louis Aragon 

19:00 Vw» m French 

19:15 Theatre dc Bouxard 

19:30 News in Hebrew 

10:45 Drawing Workshop 

20J0 Three's Company 

21:10 Travelling Man — Epv. 3 

22:08 News in English 

22:15 Oscar film. "In the Heat ot the 
Night" — Sidnev Pomer. Rod 
Steiger 

RADIO JORDAN 

SSS KHz. AM Jt W MHz. FM 
A partly on U56W KHz. S1V 


87:00 

07:30 

Light Muvic 

Ncwsdcsk 

08.-00 

Morning Show 

10:00 


10:03 


11:00 


12.-00 

. ... Nows Suramarv 

12:05 

Pup Session 

13:00 

. . Non Summary 

13:05 


14:00 


14:|0 

Ituirumrnials 

I4u30 


15:00 




IfcJO 


17:00 


17 JO 

Pop Session 

18:90 

News Summary 

18rt* 

18:30 

.... Good Old Days 

19:00 


19:30 

.. Date with a Star 

20:00 


21:00 

.... New *. Sutnmarv 

21:05 

Evening Show 

2100 

. . Evening Show 

23:00 

..... News Summary 

24:00 



06:00 NcvwJe&k 06:30 Classical Record 
Review 06:45 Fuia tidal Ne ws 86:55 Ref- 
kctioDS 07:00 World News 07:09 24 
Hours: News Summary 07: JO Peebles' 
Choice 07:45 The World Today 08.-09 
Ncwsdcsk 08:30 Nature Notebook 
08:40 The Farming World 09:00 World 
News Q9HW 24 Houro: News Summary 
09i30 Cole Poncr And His Music 09:45 
Network UK 10:00 World News IfctW 
Reflections 10:15 Country Musk Spo- 
tlight IfcJO John Peel 1 1:00 World News 
11:09 British Press Review 11:15 The 
World Today 11:30 Financial News 
11:40 Look Ahead 1 1:45 Monitor IZtfO 
News Summary: From The Promenade 
Concerts 12:30 Peter Clayton's Zodiac 
13:00 World News 13:09 News about 
Britain lil5 New Ideas 13:25 The 
Week in Wales 13:30 Assignment 14:00 
Radio Newsreel 14:15 Top Twenty 
14:45 Sports Round-up 15:00 World 
News 15:09 24 Hours: News Summary 
15:30 Network UK 15:45 Sackbitls And 
Smoronias 16:00 News Summary: Out- 
look 16:45 Juke Box Dury 17:00 Radio 
Newsreel t7:I5 The Pleasure's Touts 
18:00 World News 18:09 Commentary 
18:15 Assignment 18:45 The World 
Today 1940 World News 19:09 Mer- 
idian 19:40 The Week in Wales W.4S 
Sports Round-up 20:00 New sdesk 26:30 
Discovery 21:00 News Summary: Out- 
look 21:43 Slock Market Report 21:45 
Report on Religion 22:00 World News 
22:09 24 Hours: News Summary 22:30 
Business Matters 23:00 News Summary 
23:05 In the Meantime 23:15 A Jolly 
Good Show 24:00 World News 00:25 
The Week in Wales 09:30 Financial 
News 00:40 Reflections 00:45 Sports 
Round-up 01:90 World News: Com- 
mentary 01:15 Merchant Navy Pro- 
gramme 01:30 Omnibus 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY'S EVENTS 

FILM 


" CLIO Awards at 7:00 p.m. at the 
American Centre. 


PLAY 


Martyrs’ Memorial (Mffitary Museum I: 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916- 
Sports City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Cosed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 

Popular Life of Jordan Museum; 100 to 

150 years old items such as co nines, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 37169. 


* A local play (The Choice ) at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (until Jan. 30). 


SERVICE CLUBS 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW 1260. SW 72flo. 0 505. 11740. 
II92S it 15210 KHz 


OfcOO V’OA Morning: News. Informal 
Present at ion of Popular Music wit h Fea- 
ture Reports. Interviews. Answers w 
Listeners' Questions. Science Digest. 
Sports News at 30 minute past the hour. 
17:00 News 17 JO Musk USA 18:00 
News 18: >0 Focus I &30 Special English 
News and Features 19:00 News 19:10 
Newsline 19:30 Magazine Show 20:00 
News 20:10 Focus 20:30 Special English 
and Features 21:00 Newsline America 
21:30 Music USA 22*0 News and Edi- 
torial 22:15 Musk USA Jazz 23:00 VO A 
World Report 


Royal Cultural Centre Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 44371 

American Centre Library 41520 

British Council 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre 37009 

Goethe Institute 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 44203 

' Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Haya Aru Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181 

Y.W.C.A. 41793 

Y.W.M.A. - 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 36111 

Uni versi ty of Jordan Library H43555 


Uoos Amman Clnb. Meetings every 
fits and third Wednesday at the Hnl- 
iday Inn. 1 JO p.m. 

Linas Philadelphia chib. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon HoteL 7:30 p.m. 
Philadelphia Rotary Chib. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Chib. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 p.m. 
Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. Tel. R 1 5261. 


CHURCHES 


MUSEUMS 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th to I Nth 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 4.00 slid. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. Tel. 51760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum Has an 
excellent collection of the antiquities or 
Jordan. Jabal Al Qara (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 a.m. 
4.00 p.ra.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a col- 
lection or paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by I9ih Century 
orientalist artists. Munlazah. Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 a.m. 
I JO p.m. and 3.30 p.m. - 6.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 3012R. 


St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tel. 24590. 

Church of the Ann unc iatio n (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh, 37440. 

De la Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church of the Ann unchi don (Creek 
Orthodox) AbdaJi. 23541. 

A ng Bc n n Church (Church ot the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 25383. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafieh. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashrafieh. 
775261. 

St- Ephraim Church (Syrian Ort- 
hodox)) Ashrafieh, 771751. 

Amman -International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani. 816534. 


PRAYER TIMES 


05:00 . — Fajr 

06:26 — (Sunrise) Doha 

HsSO Dhuhr 

l4: 52 - 'Asr 

J7;15 ....... Maghreb 

18:40 ' lsha 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


AMMAN AIRPORT 


23:20 Cairo (MS) 

02:15 London (BA) 


This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alia 
international Airport tel. (081 53250, 
where it should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

09:15 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ1 

09:15 ................ Bucharest (RO) 

09:45 - - Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

09:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

09:45 — - Jeddah (RJ) 

09:45 Cairo (RJ) 

IfcW Dhahren (RJ) 

10:00 Beirut (RJ) 

UU5 D ha bran, Riyadh (SV) 

11:34 — Istanbul Ankara (TK) 

12:05 Muscat, Abu Dhabi, Bahrain 
(GF) 

12:35 .... — London (BA) 

I4J0 Tripoli, Larnaca (LN) 

14:40 Kuwait (KU) 

15:45 Cairo (RJ) 

1 6c 40 ...... Larnaca (RJ.) 

16:45 — Baghdad (TA) 

16:45 Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

J7:0O Rio de Janeiro. Lisboa (IA) 

17:25 Athens (RJ) 

17:30 New York. Vienna (RJ) 

17:40 Belgrade. Istanbul (RJ) 

[8:14 — Amsterdam. Larnaca (KLM) 

18:15 Kuwait (RT) 

28:15 Zurich, Larnaca (SR) 

20:20 Athens (OA) 

2200 .... Cairo (MS) 

00:45 Cairo (RJ) 

•1:10 Baghdad (RJ) 

DEPARTURES 

05:45 Cairo (RJ) 

06:50 Damascus, Frankfurt (LH) 

07:10 Beirut (RJ) 

06:06 - Damascus. Paris (AF) 

08:45 Beirut (MBA) 

11:00 Vienna. New York (RJ) 

11:15 Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

11:30 Athens (RJ) 

I2HI0 Paris, London (RJ) 

12:15 Riyadh. Dhahran (SV) 

12:24 Brussels, Frankfurt (RJ) 

I2J# Ankara. Istanbul (TK) 

13:01 Bahrain. Abu Dhabi. Muscat 
(GF) 

15 JO ....... Larnaca. Tripoli (LN) 

Ufe54 - Larnaca (CY) 

16:40 Kuwait (KU) 

17:15 Baghdad (IA) 

19:30 Kuwait fRJ) 

19:40 Doha. Muscat (RJ) 

20:15 Jeddah (RJ) 

20:30 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

20:45 Cairo (RJ) 

21:00 — Abu Dhabi. Singapore (RJ) 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 


Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 


— Jala Govino 

— Triglav 

— Kapiton Kaminskij 

— Aqaba 

— Ocean Pioneer 
' — Rupea 


Amin Kowar and Sons Company. TeL 
22324 (six lines) at your sendee. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Local seWbuy rates in fils 

Belgian franc 64.1/ 64.4 

Dutch guilder 114/ 114.7 

Egyptian guinea - 302.8/ 307.6 

French franc 42/ 42 J 

Iraqi dinar — — 344.3/ 351.6 

Italian lire (for 100) ...... 20.8 / 21 

Japanese yen (for 100) 159 Jal 160.5 

Kuwaiti dmar 1325/ 1330.6 

Lebanese lira 43.1/ 44.6 

Omani riyal 1 166/ 1 173 3 

Qatari riyal 110.8/ 111.5 

Saudi riyal 113.5/ 113.8 

Swedish crown 44.9/ 45.1 

Swiss franc 153.6/ 154.5 

Syrian lira 38.4/ 39.8 

UAE dirham 110/ 110.6 

U.K. sterling pound — 4 63 Ji 466 3 

US. dollar ...» 405/ 407 

W. German mark 12R.fi/ 1295 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


Medium and high clouds win appear 
with southeasterly light and moderate 
winds. In Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and mss calm. 


Lowlhigh umperattlre in Jeg.C. 

Amman ... 4/14 

Aqaba 11/22 

Deserts ... 3/15 

Jordan Valley .. 12/22 


Yesterday's high temperatures; 
Amman 13, Aqaba 21. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 55 per cent, Aqaba 50 
perceni. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 

EMERGENCIES m 0arrini ~ 

Mretsh pharmacy 770910 

Grand Arabian pharmacy 24051 

Ambulance — 193, 7751 1 1 Hala pharmacy 77891 1 

Firaaid. fire, police 199 Al Hadhha pharmacy I!!... 30836 

Blood bank ............ ..... 775121 Fa vex pharmacy 661627 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 Jabal AlTai pharmacy 771050 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue 192.21111.37777 TAXIS' 

Police headquarters -29141 Kha yy B i [a *, 41 54 , 

Traffic police 56390-1 Bauam taxi umkc-j 

Electric Power Co 3638] -2 si yaha lmi j 

Municipal water service ..... 771 1 25-fi Hussein taxi 1 j 77* 

Queen Aim Idl Anpon .. (OK) 53333 KhaJdoun taxi “‘6W8R8 

_ Ahli taxi ,.21127 

HOSPITALS ' Al Kooz taxi 77'»274 

Husaein Medical Centre .. 813813-32 .. e .. 

Khafidi Maternity. J. Amn .. 44281-4 AI u Sa d 7 - ,R77 

Akileh Maternity. J. Amman .. 42441 She ' kh Sj * icm Pharmacy 5173 

Jabal Amman Maternity — ...” 42362 

Mai has. J. Amman 36140 ^AKtJA: 

Palestrae. ShmeSsani 664171-4 gf- Mustafa Fayyadh 9R303I 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 pharmacy (— ) 

University Hospital 845845 GFNFR41 

Dai AJ-Shifa. J. Hussein . — 667158 
ALM iias her Hospital .... 667227-9 

The Islamic. Abdali 665292 Jordan Television 773111 

Al-Ahii, Abdali 664164 Radio Jordan 774111 

Italian, A^uhajrcen 777101-3 Ministry of Tourism 423! I . 

AJ-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 775111 Hotel complaints 666412 

Army, Marks 91611 Price complaints 661176 

Telephone: 

NIGHT DUTY Information — 12 

niurn A ix Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas calls j 7 

AMMAN: Cable or telegram 

Dr. Atif Dabbas 668384 Repair service 11 


market prices 



Apple (Harken) — 

250/200 
280/240 
240 / 210 

Banana (Mukammar) 


6RO / 600 

Cabbaee 1701 on 

Chestnur 

64A/980 



Cauliflower 

140/ 100 

Cneiimber (large) 

Cucumber (small} ". 

260 / 220 
400/350 

Eggplant (small) 

Garlic ...... 

Grapefruit 

150/120 

150/120 

140/100 


Lemon — 140/ 100 

Lettuce (per one) 130/100 

Mallow 280 / 220 

Mandarin 190/ 160 

Marrow (large) 100/ 70 

Marrow (small) 170/ 130 

Onion (dry) 150/ 120 

Onion (green) 140/ 120 

Oranges ( Abu Surra) 270 / 240 

Oranges (Shammouti) .... 190/160 

Parley - 80/ 80 

Pears (American) 540 / 480 

Pepper (sweet) 350 / 300 

Pepper fhoi green) 320 /.280 

Potatoes (local) 240/200 

Rfl dW 1 <iS 90/ 60 

100/ 80 

Tomatoes 100/ 100 

Turnip 130/100 


FOR FRIDA Y 


JORDAN TELEVISION 


22:00 Arabic Variety Programme 
23:60 News Summary 


FOREIGN CHANNEL 


MAIN CHANNEL 


IfcOO 

10:20 

10:40 

II: IS 

12:15 . ... 
IMS 

14:10 ... . 

15:00 

isao 

tffc30 

19:30 

20 * 0 * 

20:30 ... 
21:00 


Koran 

- Cartoons 

Woody Woodpecker 

Children Programme 

Friday's Prayer 

Documentary 

Soccer 

... Knight Rider 

.. . Arabic Programme 

Marcopolo 

.. . Religious Programme 

News in Arabic 

Local Programme 

Arabic Senes 


17J0 

19:00 

19:30 

19:45 

2fcJ0 
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Cabinet, Irbid citizens to 
discuss services today 


AMMAN (Petra) — The cabinet 
will bold a.meeting in Irbid Thu- 
rsday under the chairmanship of 
Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat. 
They are expected to discuss a 
pumber. of issues related to cit- 
izens' requests and demands for 
general services including the set- 
ting up of a sewerage project, pub- 
lic works and a slaughter house. 

A follow-up committee has 
been established for completing 
the general sewerage project in 
the city as soon as possible, to ove- 
rsee the sports city project and to 
conduct general maintenance 
works for the city’s streets. Ano- 
ther follow-up team has been 
appointed supervise ;ihe building 
of a trading centre: public library 
and car parks. 

The cabinet are also to raise the 
issue of utilising endowment lands 
which are located in important 
sites in the city. Regarding the agr- 
iculture situation, there will be a 


review of the dissipation of land 
possession and the possibility for 
setting up an' agricultural com- 
pany. 

' Taking pan in the session will 
be a number of Upper and Lower 
House of Parliament members, 
administrative governors, dep- 
artment heads, chairman of mun- 
icipal and village councils, sup- 
ervisors of clubs, heads of coo- 
perative and charitable societies, 
representatives of the Jordanian 
Women's Federation Irbid branch 
and representatives of all walks of 
life in Irbid Governorate. 

Irbid Governor Mohammad Ali 
A1 Amin said that the governorate 
has drawn up a working paper on 
the requests and demands of Irbid 
citizens for general services. The 
session. Mr. AJ Amin added, aims 
to strengthen relations between 
the government and the people for 
building and developing the cou- 
ntry. 


Agriculture ministry allocates 
JD 7m to improve production 


MADABA (Petra) — The Min- 
istry of Agriculture has allocated 
JD 7 million to help farmers imp- 
rove their production in 1985. 
Minister of Agriculture Moh- 
ammad AJ Bashir announced here 
Wednesday. 

.The minister was addressing a 
meeting of farmers and owners of 
artesian wells in Madaba district 
during talks held at Madaba's 
chamber of commerce for dis- 
cussing agricultural patterns that 
are to be followed in the highland 
regions. 

The Ministry of Agriculture will 


soon set up a special committee to 
organise training courses for far- 
mers to orient them on methods 
and techniques for improving 
production. Mr. Bashir said. 

Addressing the meeting was 
Ministry of Agriculture Under 
Secretary Salem AJ Lawzi who 
underlined the importance of the 
introducing agricultural patterns 
which aim to diversify agricultural 
crops in different selected areas of 
land. Also speaking was Madaba 
District Governor Abdul Halim 
Awwad who presented a number 
of requests about the needs of 
farmers in Madaba district. 







CHARITY CHEQUE: His High ness Prince Ra’d fbn 

Zaid. the president of the Friendship Society for the Bfindv Wed- 1 
oesday accepted a cheque for JD 800 on behalf of the society presented 
by the Amman Players.. The local theatrical group raised the foods 
through performances of a pantomime, ‘Jack and the Beanstalk. 1 
Producer and director of the show, Mrs. Pat PengiDey (left), pre- 
sented the cheque during a ceremony at the Royal Cultural Centre. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Nine die in week’s road accidents 

AMMAN (Petra) — Nine people were killed and 86 other per- 
sons were injured in 139 road accidents that occurred in Jordan in 
the past week, according to a statistical bulletin issued by the 
Public Security Department. The bulletin said that 96 accidents, 
resulting in the injury of 37 people, occurred in the Amman area. 

New deputies to be sworn in Saturday 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parhametu will hold a 
session on Saturday during which the newly-elected members of 
the house for the Nablus Constituency Riyad A1 Shakaa and 
Mufitl Mubaslat will be sworn in. Among the subjects to be 
debated at the session is an amendment to the passports law aird a 
proposal for banning licences for the liquor industry in Jordan. 
Several legal and financial issues will be taken up by the house 
deputies who will also listen to a report by the house's committee 
on occupied territories affairs. 

Hikmat discusses Omani week 

AMMAN (Petra) — An Omani week, to be held here in April, 
was the subject of discussion between Minister of Culture, Tou- 
rism and Antiquities Taher Hikmat and visiting Omani Director 
of Culture and Arts Department Amir AI Hujiri 

London college uses local author’ s books 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The School of Oriental and African Studies at 
the University of London has adopted books by Jordanian author 
Dr. Ahmad Oweidi Abbadi to be used by the college's students 
from Jordan and the rest of the Arab World. A letter, sent to Dr. 
Abbadi by the university, said that -the books will be used as 
sources for amhropoliucal. literary and legal studies on Bed- 
ouins:”' Dr. Abhadi had sent four of his books to the university’s 
library for use by the university students. 


Lebanon studies options 


(Continued from page 1) 
qiFIL) in the South Lebanon 
m of Naqoura. Israel boycotted 
ession scheduled for Jan. 10. 
irahag the Lebanese were not 
ng responsive. 

sraeli press reports said Israeli 
itary negotiators would return 
Naqoura for at least one more 
5 km to present the three-phase 
hdrawal plan to the Lebanese 
egation. • 

’rime Minister Shimon Peres 
i said Israel intends to complete 
first withdrawal, to a new dep- 
mem line in western Lebanon 
kilometres from the border, 
hin five weeks and complete 
withdrawal process by sum- 


la Damascus, Syrian Foreign 
Ministry sources said Mr. Urq- 
uhart was to meet Foreign Min- 
ister Farouq AJ Shara'a later 
Wednesday and Vice-President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam Thursday. 

He had gone to Beirut from Tel 
Aviv and had talks with President 
Amin Gemayel and Prime Min- 
ister Karami on the future of 
South Lebanon before flying to 
the Syrian capital. 

Mr. Urquhart is expected to arr- 
ive in Amman Friday. He is exp- 
ected lo hold talks with senior 
Jordanian officials on the latest 
developments in the Middle East 
and U.N. efforts to convene an 
international conference on the 
Arab- Israeli conflict. 
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Hellstrom, delegation leave after economic talks 

Jordan, Sweden sign trade 
exchange, credit protocol 


By Salameh B. Ne'matt 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Swedish Foreign Trade Minister Mats 
Hellstrom left Amman for Cairo Wednesday after 
signing a trade exchange protocol with Jordan under 
which Sweden will increase its imports of Jordanian 
goods and extend credits for development projects in 
the Kingdom. 


Minister of Industry and Trade Jawad AJ Anani 
(second right) and Swedish Minister of Foreign 


Trade Mats Hellstrom (second left) Wednesday sign’ 
a trade exchange protocol (Petra photo) 


Noor patronises tree planting event 
to mark Arbor Day for SOS children 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Her Majesty Queen 
Noor Wednesday patronised an 
Arbor Day celebration held at the 
Queen Noor AI Hussein Garden 
at the site of the SOS Children's 
Village, now under construction at 
Tareq. The Queen took part in 
planting saplings and was joined 
by the local residents and school 
children. A total of 1,000 forest 
trees were planted in the cel- 
ebration. 

Following the tree planting 
event. Queen Noor toured the bui- 
ldings, now under construction at 
the SOS village and inspected the 
work which she had initiated by 
laying the corner stone at the site 
three months ago. 

The tree planting ceremony was 
attended by Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the Env- 
ironment Hamdullah AI Nabulsi. 
Amman Governor Yahya Al Mos- 
ili. the mayor of Tareq and mun- 
icipal council members. 

The SOS Children’s Villages 
present a modern and creative 
method of caring for deprived chi- 
ldren. The.purpose of establishing 
children's villages is to help chi- _ 
Wren who are in-need of care thr- 
ough loss of their families. The vil - 
lage offers these children a family 


life by grouping them into small 
family units of six or nine children 
living in an independent house 
under the care of trained per- 
sonnel. 

The village, which consists of 
10-20 houses, looks after children 
until they are able to look after 
themselves. SOS girls remain in 
the village until they are married, 
while the young men go to special 
youth houses where they live 
while pursuing their education or 
learning a trade. 

On Oct. 14. 1984. Queen Noor 
laid the comer stone for the chi- ' 
Idren s village which is being built 
in the town of Tareq just outside 
Amman. The village consists of 1 1 
family houses as well as a house 
for the village director, an adm- 
inistration building, a house for 
assistants and guests, and a kin- 
dergarten which can acc- 
ommodate all the children at pre- 
school level as well as children 
from outside. The overall area of 
the village is 33 dunums, which 
were donated by the Jordanian 
Armed Forces. Already 12 of the 
15 buildings have been roofed and 
work has started on the internal 
dividing walls and surface ins- 
ulation. Work is due to be com- 
pleted early in 1 986. This village is 
administered and supervised by a 
voluntary association with Queen 


Noor as honorary president. 

Abdul Jaber, students 
mark Arbor Day 

Also Wednesday at the Dead 
Sea resthouse site in North Shuna 
a tree planting celebration was 
held under the patronage of Min- 
ister of Labour and Social Dev- 
elopment Tayseer Abdul Jaber. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber also inspected 
the progress of work at a project 
for developing the Dead Sea res- 
thouse. Attending the celebration 
were Minister of Youth Hani Al 
Khasawneh, Social Security Cor- 
poration (SSC) Director General 
Mahdi Al Farhan, Secretary Gen- 
eral of the federation of Jordanian 
trade unions Samir Qardan and a 
number of officials. 

The University of Jordan Wed- 
nesday celebrated Arbor Day and 
held a celebration in front of the 
University of Jordan Hospital bri- 
dge with the participation of Min- 
ister of Public Works Rayef Nijm 
and the university’s president. Dr. 
Abdul Sal am AJ Majali. Also tak- 
ing part in the celebration were 
Ministry of Public Works Under- 
secretary Mu'taz Al Belbeisi. the 
university's vice-presidents, fac- 
ulty deans and a large number of 
university students. 


West German experts to 
aid development projects 


AMMAN (Petra) — West Ger- 
many will provide Jordan with 
experts to help the Kingdom cany 
out development projects, acc- 
ording to memoranda signed by 
the two sides in Amman Wed- 
nesday. 

The memoranda provide for 
these experts to work for the Min- 
istries of Agriculture and Planning 


and for the Jordan Valley Aut- 
hority, the Natural Resources 
Authority, the Jordan Coo- 
perative Organisation, the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, Yaxmouk Uni- 
versity and the Ports Corporation. 

The memoranda were signed by 
Minister of Planning Abdullah 
Nsour and the West German Cha- 
rge cT Affaires in Amman. 


Jordan wins 1984 award 
for student exchange 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan has 
won the 1984 award of the Int- 
ernational Association for the 
Exchange of Students for Tec- 
hnical Experience ( I AESTE) bea- 
ting 45 other members in the ass- 
ociation, according to Dr. Gha- 
ssan Halasa, assistant dean of the 
Faculty of Engineering at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. 

Dr. Halasa. who is also the sec- 
retary of the national committee 
of I AESTE. said that this is the 
second consecutive year that Jor- 
dan has won the award in the face 
of strong competition from Israel. 

I AESifE has reported that stu- 
dents sent from the University of 
Jordan to other countries for tra- 
ining periods proved to be of the 
highest professional level and this 
reflects the high engineering sta- 
ndards in Jordan. Dr. Halasa said. 

He said that the presence of 
engineering offices and ins- 
titutions in Jordan helped to imp- 
rove Jordan's status abroad des- 


pite the fact that the country is 
passing through difficult economic 
circumstances. 

Accordingto Dr. Halasa. I AE- 
STE bases its decision in the pre- 
sentation of the award on the 
number of sLudents sent abroad 
for training by each member cou- 
ntry and in relation to each cou- 
ntry’s national revenues. 

Dr. Halasa said that Jordan last 
year sent 56 students for training 
abroad and offered training to 30 
foreign students. In 1983. 50 Jor- 
danians were trained abroad 
whilst foreigners receiving tra- 
ining here totalled 33. 

Foreign students who were off- 
ered training in engineering dur- 
ing the past year, he said, came 
from Belgium. Czechoslovakia, 
Egypt, France. West Germany. 
Britain, Yugoslavia and Norway. 

1 AESTE is a non-govemmenfa] 
organisation established in 194.8 
and Jordan joined its activities in 
1978. 


Balqaz returns from Aden 
talks on ‘fare-cutting’ war 


AMMAN (Petra) — Alia, the 
Royal Jordanian Airline, was ele- 
cted member of a special group for 
the study of a ‘ fares- war’ waged by 
foreign airlines in the Arab Gulf 
region, according lo Alla Pre- 
sident Mahmoud Balqaz. 

Mr. Balqaz was speaking on his 
return to Ajnman from Aden after 
heading Alia's delegation to the 
General Assembly of the Arab 
Air Carriers' Organisation 
( AACO) meeting held earlier this 
week. 

He said the group will study the 
foreign airlines’ fare reductions 
and seek counter measures to curb 


the effects of the price-cutting. 

Mr. Balqaz also said that the 
conference discussed the AACO 
budgets for 1984 and 1985, reg- 
ulations governing the adm- 
inistrative responsibilities of the 
organisation's secretary general 
and the restructure of its general 
secretariat. 

. The conference was attended by. 
representatives of several int- 
ernational and regional air tra- 
nsport organisations and Arab a ir- 
lines. Mr. Balqaz visited Sana'a on 
his way home for discussions on 
bilateral relations between Alia 
and Yemani Airlines. 


Newspaper 
donates land 
for garden 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A five-dunum 
garden, donated by the Jordan 
Press Foundation * Al Ra’ T , will be 
officially opened in April. The 
garden, at Princess Alia College 
courtyard will include a sports 
arena, children's playground, a 
tennis court and a basketball 
court. In addition it will contain 
areas planted with trees and a car 
park. 

The project is part of the coo- 
peration between public and pri- 
vate sectors in the country. 


During his three days of trade 
talks with Minister of Industry and 
Trade Jawad Al Anani. Mr. Hel- 
lstrom also discussed the pro- 
spects of Swedish imports of Jor- 
danian potash and the possibility 
of sales of the 35-seat Saab- 
Fairchild plane to Alia, the Royal 
Jordanian Airlines, members of 
His accompanying delegation said. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times, the Swedish minister said 
there was a great potential for 
cooperation between Sweden and 
Jordan because of the similarity 
between the two countries in the 
sense that both countries are bas- 
ically poor in resources. 

Mr. Hellstrom said Jordan can 
learn from Sweden in two fields: 
manpower and infrastructure. He. 
explained that, because of the sca- 
rcity of resources in the Kingdom, 
the government should be con- 
centrating on upgrading the 
human skills which is exactly what 
Sweden has successfully achieved. 

Services 

He said that on the other hand, 
the Kingdom should work on est- 
ablishing its infrastructural needs 
such as developing roads, tel- 
ecommunications. services and 
industry. He said that Sweden 
adopted that policy which was 
prompted by being a country with 
vast lands and relatively small 
population of eight million. 


The Swedish minister also said 
that the scope for cooperation 
between Sweden and Jordan was 
large mainly due to the good pol- 
itical relations between the two 
countries. 

He said that there are neg- 
otiations underway for the est- 
ablishment of a Swedish fresh fruit 
juice factory in the Kingdom and 
for the possible importation of 
Jordanian fruits and vegetables. 
He said the Swedish government 
will be paying the cost of mar- 
keting Jordan as a country with 
tourist attractions in Sweden. 

Mr. Hellstrom. who is heading a 
15-member trade delegation con- 
sisting of directors and executives 
of Swedish private firms, has been 
invited here by Dr. Anani. About 
90 per cent of Swedish companies 
arc privately owned. 

Energy, electricity 

Among the delegation mem- 
bers is the president of Swed 
Power Company. Mr. Rolf Fal- 
kenberg. who said that his firm 
will be implementing projects in 
Jordan in cooperation with the 
Jordan Electricity Authority thr- 
ough the provision of consuiiancy 
services within fields of electric 
power engineering. They will 
undertake to implement and mai- 
ntain computer systems and ext- 
ensive training programmes on 
the Hussein Thermal Power Sta- 
tion in Zarqa. 


Mr. Falkenberg told the Jordan 
Times that his company will assist 
Jordan to obtain the highest level 
of efficiency in electricity and 
power consumption, which is ah - 
eady the highest in the Midi". 
East. He said the new system oi 
programming will save the Kin- 
gdom a lot of wasted energy in the 
long run. 

Swedish Telecoms Int- 
ernational (Swedtel) was also rep- 
resented within the delegation. 
The same company has been per- 
forming consultancy services in 
Jordan since 1981 and they arc 
currently carrying out projects 
which will run until iy86 with the 
cooperation with Tel- 
ecommunications Corporation of 
Jordan (TCCl. 

Other delegation members 
were concerned with health ser- 
vices. construction, banking, agr- 
iculture, aviation, tel- 
ecommunications. household app- 
liances. marketing and trade exc- 
hange. 

Responding to a question on 
whether Sweden was capable nl 
competing with other European 
countries on the Middle East mar- 
ket in general and Jordan in par- 
ticular. Mr. Hellstrom said since 
the devaluation of the Swedish 
kroner in 1982. the country was 
able tofnerease its market share in 
Europe by 10 per cent and eme- 
rged from a deficit of six billion 
kroner in 1 982 to a 20 billion kro- 
ner surplus in 1 yN4. Sweden has a 
long history' of economic coo- 
peration with Saudi Arabia and 
Iraq. 

During his three-day stay in 
Jordan, the Swedish minister was 
received by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan the Regent. 
His Majesty King Hussein h..J 
made a visit to Sweden last Oct- 
ober to funher strengthen tics 
between the two countries. 


Anani reverses decision on insurance 
company’s licence suspension 

By Salameh B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Minister of Trade 
and Industry Jawad Al Anani has 
Issued an order to withdraw a dec- 
ision by his ministry to suspend the 
licence of the Petra Insurance 
Company in accordance with a law 
issued on Dec. 1 6 which stipulated 
that insurance companies should 
have a deposit of JD 225.000, the 
Jordan Times has learned. 

The company was suspended by 
the ministry last Thursday for one 
month for not obtaining the req- 
uired deposit before the date spe- 
cified by the ministry. Chairman 
of the board of directors of the 
Petra Insurance Company. Mr. 

Saeed Mu’iouk said that the Dec. 

16 law, issued by the government 
and endorsed by the Upper and 
Lower House of Parliament, sti- 
pulated that the law was effective 
30 days after the publishing of the 
law in the government’s Official 
Gazette. 

However, Dr. Anani took the 
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premature decision to suspend the 
company licence last Thursday 
Jan. 10, six days before the law 
became effective. 

This. Mr. Ma'touk said, has 
harmed the company’s reputation 
which was just about to recover 
from a financial setback caused by 
the company's previous man- 
agement. Mr. Ma'touk took over 
as chairman of the board of the 
company last July. 

According to Mr. Ma'touk. the 
decision by Dr. Anani did not inc- 
lude insurance companies which 
were merging with other com- 
panies. "Since the ministry made 
exceptions for some companies, 
why not include my company in 
this exception, mainly as he und- 
erstands the company's status. " 
Mr. Ma'touk said. 

Apparently, the minister took 
the decision to suspend the com- 
pany’s licence in accordance with 
the old provisional insurance law 
issued in 1965 which was no lon- 
ger effective since the Dec. 16 law 
was issued. “He should have at 


least given us a few days break to 
acquire the money needed, which 
he did.” Mr. Ma’touk told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

He said that Dr. Anani gave 
companies an eight day grace per- 
iod on Jan. I until Jan. 8, which 
turned out to be only five days 
because Jan. I was a holiday. Fri- 
day was naturally off and the eig- 
hth day was the deadline itself dur- 
ing which nothing could be done. 

In 1983. the Petra Insurance 
Company was suffering a loss of 
JD 174.000 while under the new 
management, the loss was reduced 
to JD 2.800 in the 1984 budget. 

• We did not ignore the deposit 
issue, but we hoped that after we 
explained our position to the min- 
ister that he would give us special 
treatment.” Mr. Ma'touk said. 

“ If the ministry studied the neg- 
ative effect of its decision on the 
Kingdom's financial market and 
the shareholders' confidence, it 
would not have taken that dec- 
ision.” Mr. Ma'touk said. 
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Do-it-yourself homes change face of East Wahdat 


AMMAN — An impressive suc- 
cess story, which owes as much to 
the skills and application of local 
professional planners, architects, - 
engineers and social welfare wor- 
kers as to those of consultants and 
contractors, is the Jordan urban 
development project whose first 
phase is now receiving finishing 
touches. 

ThisJD 18 million programme, 
for which Jordanian consulting 
engineers Jouzy & Partners and 
Halcrow Fox Associates of the 
United Kingdom, were appointed 
to do a feasibility study in 1979. 
aimed at providing low-cost 
homes at three new sites on Lhe 
outskirts of Amman at El Oue- 
ismeh, Marks and Ruseifeh and at 
upgrading living conditions in 
three others Jofeh, East Wahdat 
and Wadi Um Er Riman. 

Improvements included reg- 
ularising land tenure, installing 
services such as water, sewerage 
and electricity and building roads 
and footpaths, clinics, schools and 
community centres. 

All the upgrading work is now 
complete with about 13-15,000 
people enjoying the new facilities. 
In the next 15-18 months, some 
15-20,000 people should also 
have moved into homes at the new 
sithoutes. 

Based on an “extensive social 
survey.” the project has from the 
start been “reliant on people res- 
ponse.” providing a variety of 
housing options from “site only" 
to basic two-room units which can 
be expanded to suit individual 
taste. Financing advice and tec- 
hnical guidance for such exp- 
ansion are provided by Amman 
Urban Development Department 
(UDD) set up as pan of the sch- 
eme and largely responsible for 


the success of its enactment. 

With a staff of about 60. led by 
Dr. Hisham Zagha, the dep- 
artment has won the participation 
of the people as well as playing a 
big part in further design work and 
supervision of construction. 

The initial engineering and arc- 
hitectural design work was done 
following acceptance of a fea- 
sibility study by Jordan's National 
Planning Council and agreement 
on funding from the government. 
Jordan's Housing Bank and the 
World Bank. Work also included 
providing technical assistance to 
the UDD to which it seconded 
several working executives. Con- 
struction. meanwhile, was mainly 
by Jordanian and Chinese con- 
tractors. 

The response in the upgraded 
areas where people have, now 
moved in and set about building 
their own homes with energy and 
commitment is, to quote one exp- 
ert, “beyond any planner’s wildest 
dreams.” So much so that a second 
phase of development is now in 
the making with a feasibility study 
by the same team targeted for 
completion by the end of this year. 

Spending on this second phase, 
to be carried out in 1985-88, could 
total JD 25-40 million and a fou- 
rth co- financing partner may join 
the original three. Like the first 
phase, the second will include 
both new sites and upgrading. 

Private Jordanian developers 
may be encouraged to participate 
and to help, for instance, in pro- 
viding mortgage finance. A wider 
range of housing options is also 
being considered as well as plans 
for upgrading small housing “ poc- 
kets" rather than just large areas. 
— Arab British Commerce. 



Helping people to help themselves in Hast Wahdat 
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Dialogue revisited 

DKSPITK a hast ily-asstm bled denial by the White House the other 
day, a clearer picture is emerging about the reported U.S.-Soviet 
agreement In discuss the conflict in the Middle Kast. Yesterday, the 
director-general of the Israeli Foreign Ministry. David Kimche. dis- 
closed that his government has understood that Washington and 
Moscow have indeed agreed on a dialogue on (he Middle Kast, and 
that Israel did not mind the Soviet Union playing a “positive" role. 
The Italian foreign minister. \lr. Guilio Andreotti. addressed the 
Kuropean Parliament, also yesterday, and said that the Soviet Union 
could not be excluded from any future settlement of the Palestinian 
problem. “We cannot disregard the usefulness of suitable contacts 
with the So\ iet Union which, because of traditional positions and the 
relationships that have been built up in the Middle Kast. cannot be 
excluded from any future overall settlement of the crisis." Mr. And- 
reotti told the Strasbourg parliamentarians in a speech laying down 
his country’s programme for its six-month presidency of the Eur- 
opean Community. Reuters news agency also quoted officials in Was- 
hington as confirming the U.S.-Soviet deal, although the agreement 
was reached in u way different from Lhat reported initially. And the 
new State Department spokesman. Bernard Kalb, while reiterating 
the Reagan administration's view that an international conference to 
deal with the problems of the Middle Kast “is not a productive 
approach to the search fur peace." was soft in his denial that the 
Soviet-American exchange did in fact take place in Geneva. Recalling 
that President Reagan, in his September 1984 address to the U.N. 
General Assembly, had noted U.S. interest in “policy level discussions 
about regional issues (including the Middle Kast) with the Soviets." 
Mr. Kalb said that “consideration of possible discussion of the Middle 
East has been handled through diplomatic channels." with Secretary 
Shultz only expressing interest in discussing regional issues in Geneva. 

It is understandable that the two superpowers might want to keep 
to themselves, for a w hile at least, direct and highly discreet exchanges 
between them, especially when sensitive issues, like the Middle East 
and Afghanistan, are concerned. But it is also expected of them to 
assume their respective friends in the area that no solution is really 
possible without the two superpowers reaching some sort of und- 
erstanding on the central problem. It is one thing for the U.S. lo 
“reassure" Israel that the planned talks w ith Moscow on the Middle 
East are to be nothing more than "an exchange or views." at a low 
lev el. It is anot her — a totally different proposition — for Washington 
to convince itself and Israel that there is a real need for a serious and 
productive exchange, and at the highest levels too. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra'i: Necessary consultations 

KING HUSSEIN returned to Jordan Tuesday a! ihe end of a tour 
which took him to four Arab Gulf states, where he met with their 
leaders to discuss Arab atiuirs. The tour reflected King Hussein's 
keenness on maintaining consultation and coordination - with Arab 
leaders aimed at finding a common approach to a joint action by 
Arab states. 

During his lour, the King expressed hope that the Arab leaders will 
reach a formula with which to confront challenges and dangers 
threatening the Arab Nation. He is seeking solidarity and coo- 
peration among the Arab countries which should forget about their 
differences and disputes anil meet in a summit. Such summit is of 
paramount importance as »>ur region continues to witness Zionist 
aetsol aggression and the l nited States moving Iasi to do everything 
hostile to the Arabs, exploiting the divisions prevailing in the Arab 
World anil the lack ot harmony among their governments. 

por their part, the Arabs are still incapable nl unifying their ranks 
and pooling their resources lor their common objectives and so it is 
necessary lor their leaders to meet and try to solve their problems in 
an objective and sincere el Ion to create a suitable atmosphere for 
joint action. 

Al Dustour: Sensing national needs 

KING HUSSEIN'S tour of the Arab Gull states and his talks with 
their leaders 1, ill w iihin a framework oi Iordan's el forts for restoring 
Arab solidarity -and ending A rah divisions. No doubt Jordan' seal l for 
holding an Arab summit eonlerence was one of the priorities in the 
talks because it has become essential lor the Arab leaders to meet 
and plan their tiiliirc actions together if they want to confront the 
dangers and foil enemy conspiracies. 

The K inn made the tour to advocate such a summit meet ingin view 
of the present weakness of the Arab Nation and its indifference and 
apathy with regard to the serious developments in this region. Nee- 
dless to say. alf Arab masses agree that the current pitiable situation 
is hound to lead to disaster, hut surprisingly not enough moves arc 
being nude towards averting the looming danger. 

It is true that certain Arab regimes opt to maintain the present 
weak situation fur their own selfish purposes ns it serves their own 
objectives. But it is unreasonable to allow this minority to lorce the 
majority into accepting the state ol weakness and desperation now 
prevailing in the Arab World. 

JorJan has reaiiseJ before others the dimension and seriousness of 
the dangers looming in the olfintt. and thus has taken the initiative to 
rallv i he Arabs and reestablish solidarity among their countries. 

Saw! Al Shciab: Israel should receive united 
reply 

ISRAEL'S DECISION lo carry out a partial troop withdrawn! from 
South Lebanon cumc as a direct consequence nl the resistance att- 
acks on the Israeli forces rather than an economic and political 
reason. The decision was a result ol confrontation w iilt the Lebanese 
people who are determined in free their country from all signs of 
occupation and invasion. 

Israel had been lacing a war of attriiion in South Lebanon, losing 
soldiers and military equipment almost on everyday. This con- 
frontation called lor a speedy action to save the Israelis from further 
losses. 

However. Israel has chosen a partial withdrawal because it serves 
ns own interests as the Zionists will ne'er puli out without leaving 
their agents behind them and creating a suitable atmosphere lor the 
resumption of lacnona! fighting. 

Israel, through inciting one faction against another, is trying to set 
up cantons or mini-slates in the South that are loyal to Israel or at 
least ready to cooperate with it. ilh the partial withdrawal. Israel 
hopes to achieve its objective ol dividing Lebanon and keeping the 
arena open for warring militias to resume their fighting. 

h can be said lhat the Naqnura talks with Lebanon was a smoke- 
l or Israel to nuke its own arrangements in the South. The 
Lebanese people, backed by the whole Arab Nation are now called 
on to unify their ranks and confront Israel s conspiracies and plans. 


VIEW FROM AMERICA 


By Franz Schurmann 


Only fortune-tellers can assess 1985 


WHEN 1984 began in the 
U.S., there was a lot of interst. 
It was to be an election year. 
There was the connotation of 
1984 from George Orwell's 
futuristic novel called “1984.” 
There was concern over the 
poor state of U.S.-Soviet rel- 
ations. 

As 1985 began the mood 
was quite different in the U.S. 
There is no optimism. There is 
no pessimism. There is in a way 
not even a mood. There is only 
a curious calm or perhaps an 
emptiness. It is as if people 
have lost a capacity to be happy 
or worried about the future. 
Life just has to be lived on a 
day by day basis. 

Pan of this curious new out- 
look is reflected in the vagaries 
of the economy. There is just 
about nothing predictable 
about the U.S. economy. Early 


in 1984 most economic obs- 
ervers expected the dollar and 
interest rates to drop. Interest 
rates went down very slightly 
but the dollar went up instead, 
very far up. Most economists 
expected a weak recovety. It 
turned out to be strong. Now 
the economy is cooling off. but 
economists are wary of making 
any predictions. They have dis- 
covered through bitter exp- 
erience that the economy of 
-this country and the world is 
dark and virtually unknown 
terrain. Many stockbrokers 
lost their clients a lot of money 
when earlier this year they pre- 
dicted a downturn in the dollar 
and interest rates. 

People have turned inward, 
interest in politics is at a low 
point. There was an outpouring 
of money for famine relief to 
Ethiopia. But even that gesture 


was to a remote- country Ear 
away from the middle-class 
American world. 

If the media and the eco- 
nomists are making few, if any, 
predictions, there are many 
fortune-tellers who make the 
most astounding predictions. 
They don’t seem to care whe- 
ther they turn out correct or 
not. So to be more in the cha- 
racter of a fortune-teller than a 
professor, here are a few of my 
own. Time will tell how I shall 
score. 

On the U.S.. I expect a lot of 
‘ infighting within the Reagan 
administration during the com- 
ing year. Rightwingers are 
unhappy over the centrist trend 
Reagan is taking. This will lead 
to many big political battles in 
Washington. 

1 would expect the economy 
to continue slowing down into 


a state of continuing slu- 
ggishness. Interest rates and 
the dollar will go down unless 
major international crises, esp- 
ecially in the Middle East, 
make the dollar go up again. 

I expect the same kind of 
political weaknesses in Mos- 
cow as in the U.S. Mr. Che- 
rnenko does not look well. Mr. 
Gorbachev seems a likely suc- 
cessor. Soviet economic pro- 
blems will worsen. But despite 
this. I think the climate is going 
to be better for improvement in 
U.S.-Soviet relations. 

I would think that in the 
Middle East the I ran -Iraq war 
will continue stalemated or 
even be formally ended if 
Khomeini should pass from the 
scene. I expect the internal sit- 
uation in Israel to worsen while 
in the Arab states it should 
improve. Egypt is going to play 


a more forceful role. The out- 
look in Lebanon is not so bright 
as it was earlier this year. There 
is a new strength among the 
Lebanese Shi'tes that cannot 
be ignored. 

While I think the Middle 
East will not experience any 
new convulsions this year. _ I 
expect many convulsions in 
Africa and Latin America. The 
U.S. is going to face many, 
many troubles in Central Ame- 
rica. Peru could turn into ano- 
ther El Salvador. The internal 
situation in Brazil is det- 
eriorating. 

Islam will be a lot in the 
news. In the occupied ter- 
ritories of Palestine, there will 
be Islamic happenings. Islamic 
forces will become stronger in 
North Africa. The link bet- 
ween Islamic faith and young 


people will become more evi- 
dent. 

In East Asia. I expect China 
to do particularly well. Chinese 
economic growth is already 
quite remarkable. Generally 
the Pacific region will be the 
world" s most peaceful and eco- 
nomicallv productive. 

All kinds of new discoveries 
and advances will be made in 
science. There will be a Mt of 
medical news. 

Generally ! 9X5 will not be a 
bad year. Efforts will be made 
to cut back on major wars and 
prevent new- ones from eru- 
pting. However there probably 
will be an increase in terrorism 
from many different political 
sources. 

A year from now wc can 
judge how well these pre- 
dictions fared 


Gromyko’s TV appearance reflects concern over space arms 


By Charles Bremner 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — A lengthy tel- 
evision appearance by Foreign 
Minister Andrei Gromyko has 
underlined Soviet concern that 
any Ltaited States insincerity over 
space weapons could erode last 
week's Geneva accord on opening 
new arms talks. Western dip- 
lomats said Monday. 

Mr. Gromyko, speaking almost 
non-stop last night for 110 min- 
utes to four Soviet journalists, 
hammered home the message 
that, for the Kremlin, the new 
arms talks would stand or fall on 
the issue of space weapons. 

Diplomats said Mr. Gromyko 
revealed nothing new. but his 
tough tone seemed aimed at con- 
veying to U.S. and other Western 
opinion Soviet impatience over 
Washington's ambiguity on the 
issue. 

The veteran foreign minister 
repeatedly underlined Soviet dis- 
trust of U.S. intentions, talking of 



Veteran Gromyko 

American blackmail and calling 
President Reagan’s “Star Wars" 
research programme for anti- 
missile defence a devious and per- 


fidious strategem. 

Mr. Gromyko and U.S. Sec- 
retary of State George Shultz agr- 
eed in Geneva last week lo open 
the negotiations aimed at Iwth 
banning space weapons and cur- 
bing long- and medium-range nuc- 
lear arms. 

U.S. officials have said the res- 
earch programme is not for neg- 
otiations and have suggested acc- 
ords on curbing nuclear arms 
might be reached despite dis- 
agreement over space systems. 

Mr. Gromyko said talks without 
a serious commitment to pro- 
hibiting space weapons would be 
futile and “frivolous statements' ” 
on the issue from Washington 
were regrettable. 

“Gromyko was obviously out to 
set the record straight and shore 
up the Soviet position in answer to 
the gloss people in Washington 
have been giving.” one West Eur- 
opean diplomat said. 

“He was obviously oul to def- 
lect what they see as a U.S. effort 


to shift the emphasis of the talks. It 
was quite a lecture,” another said. 

Diplomats said the Kremlin 
would have received little comfort 
from U.S. reactions to Mr. Gro- 
myko's 'discourse, reprinted ver- 
batim Monday across two pages of 
the official daily Pravda. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger said on American tel- 
evision lhat he was “ruling out the 
possibility of giving up a strategic 
(space) defence, either as the res- 
earch stage or. if it becomes fea- 
sible. in the deployment stage". 

Mr. Shultz spoke tentatively of 
a relationship between space and 
nuclear arms, saying, “We may 
seek to link things ourselves. It 
makes sense to link the things you 
are talking about 1 '. 

Some embassy analysts said the 
Gromyko appearance, the first 
such off-the-cuff appearance by a 
top Kremlin official, was an exa- 
mple of a type of public posturing 
likely to intensify with the run-up 


to negotiations later this year. 

Much of the 75-year-old min- 
ister’s speech appeared angled at 
public and parliamentary opinion 
in the Lfoited States and Western 
Europe, they said. 

A pledge that Moscow would be 
ready to offer deep cuts in its str- 
ategic armoury as a trade-off for a 
space ban would clearly appeal to 
U.S. legislators considering fun- 
ding for expensive new systems 
such as ths MX long-range missile. 

Equally, a vaguely worded thr- 
eat on intermediate range wea- 
pons (INF) would strike home 
amongst Washington's European 
allies, under pressure from public 
opinion over the continuing dep- 
loyment of U.S. cruise and Per- 
shing 2 missiles. 

Mr. Gromyko said talks without 
a serious commitment to pro- 
hibiting space weapons would be 
futile and “frivolous state- 
ments”' on the issue from Was- 
hington were regrettable. 

Moscow walked out of earlier 
INF talks when deployment of 


572 missiles started in laic 1983. 
About ICO arc now in position in 
Britain. West Germany and Italy, 
but political pressure has built up 
against forthcoming deployment 
in Belgium and the Netherlands. 

Mr. Gromyko said life itself dic- 
tated the necessity of combining 
space negotiations with those on 
“Euromissilcs'' and other nuclear 
weapons. 

“After all. it is all the same for 
people what their death comes 
from — from a bomb from space 
or from a warhead launched by a 
strategic missile or an 
intermediate-range missile.” he 
said. 

Some diplomats said Mr. Gro- 
myko's discourse was also int- 
ended to reassure the Soviet pub- 
lic that Moscow had won a sub- 
stantial commitment from Was- 
hington as the pnee for returning 
to nuclear arms talks. 

Last year Moscow said it would 
not discuss INF or strategic wea- 
pons again until the I’.S. missiles 
were removed from Europe. 


.Arab News 
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S. Lebanon economy ruined by occupation 


By John Kohut 

Renter 

SI DON. Lebanon — Two and a 
half years of Israeli occupation 
have virtually ruined the economy 
ol South Lebanon and have begun 
to change its social fabic in ways 
which could create trouble for 
both Israel and Lebanon itself. 

Residents say the area south of 
the Awali River has suffered eco- 
nomic catastrophe since Israel 
invaded in June 19X2 allegedly to 
attack Palestinian guerrillas. The 
prospect of social upheaval has 
grown as lack of government aut- 
hority has left people to fend Tor 
themselves. 

■ "This was a feudal society 
where peasants would go to the 
landlord because he could deliver 
the government to them.” a Wes- 
tern diplomat told Reuters. 

"The Palestinians virtually con- 
trolled the South before the inv- 
asion. Now there is a leadership 
vacuum and people are suffering 
with no-one to turn to." he said. 
"Beirut may find a very different 
South when the Israelis leave.” 
Mohammad Zauiari. head of 
Sidnns Chamber ot Commerce, 
told Reuters that with une- 
mployment estimated at over 40 
per cent, "we have a ioundation 
for extremism ot the left and the 
right" . 

Banners of the Shi'ite Muslim 
fundamentalist “ Hizbollah" 
(party of Ciod). until now mainly 
active in West Beirut, have rec- 
ently started to multiply in the 
South, where about 80 per cent of 
people are Shi'ite. 

Local people say the gov- 
ernment in Beirut neglected the 
South even before civil war broke 
out 1 0 years ago. pumping most of 


its money into the area around the 
capital. 

Now resentment is increasing. 
A woman shopkeeper in a mou- 
ntain village near Tyre said: “We 
receive ministers from foreign 
countries, but we never see anv 
important Lebanese leader com- 
ing here to ask ‘ How are you. what 
do you need?' " 

A sense of isolation has grown 
since Israeli troops, who con- 
tinued their invasion right into 
Beirut, pulled back to the Awali 
River in IV 8 3. cutting ail overland 
routes to the South except one 
through the mountain village of 
Bater. 

Travel to Sidon. only 40 kil- 
ometres south of Beirut, has bec- 
ome a humiliating and expensive 
journey of at least five hours. Tra- 
vellers must have a pass from the 
Israelis. 

' Trucks exporting fruit and veg- 
etables. on which the South dep- 
ends for about 60 per cent of its 
income, can be held up for two 
weeks at Bater so goods often rot 
before they can reach market. 
Transport costs are 1 0 limes what 
they were in 1983. residents say. 

The closing off of roads and an 
Israeli attack on 50,000 Muslims 
celebrating the ShPite feast of 
Ashura in the town of Nabatiyeh 
in October 1983 are seen as tur- 
ning points. 

Since the attack on worshippers 
celebrating the holiest feast in the 
Shi'ite calender, anti- Israeli act- 
ivity has grown. "The clergymen 
answer to different groups and 
cannot work together because of 
the Israeli presence, but the fru- 
stration of isolation is pushing 
youngsters towards more action- 
oriented groups” one diplomat 
said. 


Israel invaded with the declared 
aim of ejecting Palestinian gue- 
rrillas. but the biggest threat it 
now faces in South Lebanon is 
from Shritc Lebanese fighters, 
residents say. 

At stalled Lebanese- Israeli 
negotiations on an Israeli troop 
withdrawal. Israel has demanded 
guarantees lhat Palestinian com- 
mandos will not be allowed back 
into the South. 

ShPites say any Palestinian 
commando infiltration would 
meet popular resistance because 
of the trouble their presence cau- 
sed local Lebanese before the 
1 982 invasion. 

"If the situation doesn't change 
soon. Israel could find itself with 
an organised ShPite threat, and 
the Shi' ices arc not easy targets 
like the Palestinians were.” a dip- 
lomat said. 

Residents say as long as the 
South is occupied, economic rec- 
ession. frustration and tension will 
grow. 

The mayor of Sidon. Ahmad 
Kelash, told Reuters that industry 
in the port city of 1 20.000 people 
was operating at 30 per cent of 
capacity, shops had closed and the 
municipality was employing its 
staff half time to create more jobs. 

"The municipality depends on 
building taxes for 60 percent of its 
income, but not a single new bui- 
lding has gone up since 1982.” he 
said. “Our revenues are falling, 
our responsibilities are growing, 
and crime is increasing." 

Souhail Naassab. who has a 
spare parts shop in “industrial 
city” on the outskirts of Sidon, 
says most of the several hundred 
similar shops there close by noon 
for lack of business. He has taken 


in no new stock since 1982. 

Anne Nixon, an American agr- 
iculturalist working in the South 
for three years, said: “ People can- 
not plan because of the unc- 
ertainty. They never faced such 
hardship, morale is low, few bot- 
her to make repairs on their farms 
any more.” 

“The economic problem is ser- 
ious because if people don't find 
jobs, they'll become Israeli col- 
laborators or thieves. They have 
no alternatives.” said one native 
of Sidon. 

Farmers and businessmen say 
they are using up their savings and 
cannot keep their hfads above 
water much longer. 

But in some pans, buildings are 
still going up. even if their owners, 
many of whom have returned to 
their villages from abroad with 
their earnings, stop half-way. 

Zain Basma. who rerured 10 
years ago after 27 years in Sierre 
Leone, is putting the final touches 
to a grandiose house near Tyre 
started before the invasion. "The 
biggest import through the port of 
Tyre is cement. That means we're 
staying,” he said. 

One Tyre businessman, who 
said he had enough savings to start 
up a $ 1 00.000 biscuit factory once 
the Israelis left, declared he would 
not take his money abroad. 

"Of course f am staying because 
things will get better... the Israelis 
are going to get fed up and leave,” 
he said. 

Naassab was less optimistic. 
“The Israelis stayed in the Sinai 
(which they took from Egypt in 
the 1967 war) for 10 years, and 
the Sinai is only a desert." he sta- 
ted. 


Brazil’s new president 
promises justice, 
democratic refbrm 


By Allan Reditt 

Reuter 

BRASILIA — Tancredo Neves, 
chosen Tuesday as Brazil's new 
civilian president, is pledged to 
change his country into a just and 
democratic society after 21 years 
of military rule. 

He has gained a large majority 
in the 686-member Electoral Col- 
lege enshrined in Lhe constitution 
by the architects of the 1964 mil- 
itary coup. But Mr. Neves has cal- 
led this an undemocratic ins- 
titution and his first task will be to 
ensure his successor is elected by 
direct popular vote. 

He takes over from General 
Joao Figueiredo. Brazil's fifth mil- 
itary president, for a six-year term 
from March 151 But he has pro- 
mised to amend the constitution of 
South America's largest nation to 
allow direct presidential elections 
within four years. 

“Essentially my four years as 
Brazil’s president will be ded- 
icated to the peaceful transition — 
socially, politically and eco- 
nomically — to a free, responsible 
and just society." he has said. 

Mr. Neves wants Lo strengthen 
and restore faith in Brazil's dem- 
ocratic institutions, alleviate the 
social burden of its near 100- 
million-dollar debt and reduce 
“the scandalous gap dividing a 
small, wealthy minority from an 
abjeetty poor majority" . 

He plans to convene a con- 
stituent assembly to erase by 1986 
the main undemocratic provisions 
from the present constitution, par- 
ticularly the current presidential 
election system. 

On the debt, he is under pre- 
ssure from the left wing of his Bra- 
zilian Democratic Movement 
Party (PMDB) to declare a mor- 
atorium if he fails to reduce int- 
erest payments io a maximum of 
six peT cent and extend repayment 
terms. 

“The Brazilian government has 
responsibilities to the Brazilian 
people, and only after that should 
it consider its promises to its cre- 
ditors," he says. 

Mr. Neves, a former banker, is 
not one for radical solutions. He 
says he will not break off relations 
with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and sees the wild flu- 
ctuation of world interest rates 
rather than the debt itself as the 
main problem. 

“We cannot accept the mon- 
etarist, inhuman and unjust eco- 
nomic process now in force,” he 
says. “Brazil will honour its com- 
mitments but it will seek easier 
terms, both with regard to interest 
rates and the time frame.” 

He admits over two decades of 
military rule have not been ent- 
irely negative economically, sin- 


gling out the modernisation o 
roads and communications as pcs 
itive achievements. 

Bui he saysiherc willbe no Pha 
raonic projects such as the cosih 
hydroelectric schemes and und' 
erground rail systems favoured b] 
his military predecessors. Mr 
Neves says these were largely res 
ponsible for the debt. 

He wants to slash inflation fron 
more than 20U per cent, enc 
outage economic growth and red 
uce unemployment by opening u( 
the domestic market through inc 
entives to small and medium-sizec 
enterprises. 

He aims to improve the pur- 
chasing power of the ordinary 
worker, whose minimum wage is 
$50 a month, stimulating con- 
sumption and sales. 

Mr. Neves will come to power 
with broad support from labour 
and he should be able to introduce 
a.social pact between workers and 
employers to ensure industrial 
peace. But a wage and price freeze 
to curb inflation may be too rad- 
ical for either side. 

Politically he would like to pro- 
vide an environment in which 
genuine political parties may eme- 
rge. The present parties are pro- 
duels of military constraints. 

His own PMDB veers from the 
centrist majority to an extreme 
left wing which includes Com- 
munists banned by the military 
from having their own parties. 

“I favour the legalisation of all 
parlies, as long as the constitution 

re ^ c,rrn ^<L but this is not a pre- 
sidential problem bui a par- 
liamentary one." he says. 

He calls himself “an old. unr- 
epentant liberal”. 

Domestic issues will dominate 
his government, he says, with for- 
eign affairs confined mainly to 
econom ic problems, getting better 
terms of trade and attacking pro- 
tectionism. But his left wing may 
demand he restore relations with 
Cuba, broken at the time of the 
coup on pretext that Havana was 
exporting terrorism. 

If elected. Mr. Neves will be 75 
when he takes office, and the old- 
est man to succeed to the Brazilian 
presidency. But he showed no 
signs of flagging on the campaign 
trail. 

'Remember I’m not as old as 
(Italian President) Sandro Pertini 
or (Chinese leader) Deng Xia- 
oping.” he joked. 

Never touched by scandal, Mr. 
Neves has been a finance and a 
justice minister. He was Brazil's 
first prime minister during the par- 
liamentary experiment of the late 
President Joao Goulart. 

Born in mievetai-rich Minas 
Gerais state, Mr. Neves has been 
maimed for 40 years and has three 
children. 
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Dawning of the day of the robot 


The end of 1 984 marked an anniversary for the attempt to create a 
practical application for science-fiction ideas , with the creation of an 
industry in robots. Peter Marsh looks at the origins of the robot 
industry and how far it still has to go. 


LONDON — Thirty years ago last 
month the worlds of science fic- 
tion and produc t ion engineering 
collided. The result was an ind- 
ustry in robots, a fledgling bus- 
iness that , in the coming decade 
could profoundly affect the way 
people live and work. 

The event was the filing in the 
U.S. of a patent in "programmed 
article transfer". Its progenitor 
was Mr. George Devol, a prolific 
inventor who had developed 
audio hardware for the first tal- 
king mo vies and radars used in the 
D-Day landings. 

The sale of industrial robots, 
defined in technical parlance as 
computer-controlled arms for fac- 
tory jobs, evolved from this pat- 
ent. Today 500 companies sell the 
machines, generating a world tur- 
nover of about $2 billion. 

Yet the day of the robot as the 
true engineering device — as opp- 
osed to something dreamed up by 
science-fiction writers — may 
still be in the future. The devices 
are increasingly becoming part of 
automated systems in factories 
that link a variety of production 
tasks such-as machining, assembly 
and inspection. 

These networks of hardware 
promise to change the way wor- 
kshops operate, by making goods 
more efficiently and with quicker 
turn-rounds. 

In a development whose con- 
sequences could be still more farr 
reaching, a small. cadre of eng- 
ineers around the world is working 
on " intelligent?' robots with rud- 
imentary reasoning power aod 
senses such as vision. Such har- 
dware would work in people’s 
homes and in service industries 
such as food preparation, security 
work and cleaning. 

In the forefront of these moves 
is Mr. Joe Engelberger, a cha- 
rismatic U.S. engineer who tea- 
med up with Mr. Devol in 1 960 to 
form Unimation. the first com- 
pany to sell industrial robots. Mr. 
Engelberger, who sold Unimation 
to Westinghouse two years ago for 
$107 million, has set his sights on 
raising $25 million to produce a 
robot for petrol stations. 

The machine would take the 
place of a station attendant (or. at 
self-service garages, the driver) ip j 
pouring fuel into cars and tort**’. 2 
Unlike the so-called “first 
e ration” robots that populate Tafc- 
tories, the hardware would be on 
tracks or wheels and have sensors 
such as TV cameras to provide 
information, for instance the type 
of vehicle and the location of the 
filling cap. 

The devices could be controlled 
by advanced computers, of the 
sort that electronics researchers 
are struggling to build, that would 
make elementary decisions. 

“1 was there at the beginning 
and I feel it's my destiny to take a 
lead in the production of service 
robots.” says Mr. Engelberger. 

"The technology today is so 
hard and deep that I feel it's easier 
to make an advanced robot for 
service industries than it was to set 
up Unimation in the 1 960s.” 


In Mr. Engelberger' s ass- 
essment, a fully- fledged hou- 
1 sehold robot — "an honest- 
to-God robot, not a toy” — could 
be on sale in six years for jobs such 
as window cleaning, while the 
fining-attender device could app- 
ear in two years. 

A machine to perform more 
simple tasks, to give patients their 
meals in hospitals for instance, 
could be developed within 18 
months, says Mr. Engelberger. 

Interest in such hardware is not 
confined to the U.S., where sev- 
eral small' concerns such as RB 
Robot and Androbot have sold for 
several years (and with varying 
degrees of success) small robots 
for hobbyists that cost several 
thousand dollars. The machines 
are dismissed as playthings by vet- 
eran robot-makers such as Mr. 
Engelberger. 

In Sweden, researchers at Ele- 
ctrolux are examining ideas for 
home robots that would vacuum 
the floor. In Japan, engineers sta- 
rted a $75 million project in 1983 
backed, by the Ministry of Int- 
ernational Trade and Industry to 
develop by 1991 intelligent robots 
to work in .hazardous env- 
ironments, such as under the sea, 
in nuclear power stations or in-res- 
cue work after earthquakes. 

Reekie Research, a tiny com- 
pany in Richmond, west London, 
plans to produce in February a 
small, mobile machine that will 
initially be sold to schools. The 
device, which Mr. John Reekie, 
the managing director, hopes to 
sell for about £700 ($840), could 
later be developed into a domestic 
model that could perform tasks 
such' as looking after old people 
living alone. 

In Mr. Reekie’s view, small ent- 
erprises will pioneer the work in 
home robots — just as they did in 
home computers. "The big com- 
panies have the resources but do 
not have the imagination.” . 

Not everyone agrees with this 
optimistic stance on intelligent 
robots — Mr. Devol is one of 
them. He says of household rob- 
ots: “Maybe they’ll come, maybe 
they won't. The price will have to 
be low and they will need more 
sophisticated computers than we 
Jutv&qt preset?^. ^ „ 

K uDevefopm^at^oL. more adv- , 
anced machines would greatly 
expand the available Market iot 
robots. The current generation of 
robots, of which some 50,000 
have been installed, are almost 
exclusively confined to man- 
ufacturing industry. 

These machines^ perform tasks 
such as welding car bodies, pai- 
nting washing machines and lifting 
objects off conveyor belts. They 
have no sensory ability, so their 
routine can be changed only by 
altering the programmes in their 
computers. 

It is an ironic thought, that if 
engineers succeed in making the 
more advanced kipd of devices 
with “sense” which begin to emu- 
late people, they will by a circular 
route have returned to the original 
principles of robot-building. 


Prior to the Engelberger-Devol 
partnership in the 1950s. people 
had thought of robots as mawkish 
characters in science-fiction sto- 
ries whose essentia] feature was 
their likeness to people. The pair’ s 
achievement was to abandon the 
quest to build such machines, 
which with the technology of the 
time would have been too dif- 
ficult, and concentrate on som- 
ething more practical. 

Both men admit that they chose 
for their creations the word 
“robot” simply to attract pub- 
licity. Mr. Devol says the word 
caught the attention of executives. 

Mr. Devors patent was aimed at 
automating handling operations 
of which every factory contains a 
huge variety. 

He realised that only when the 
operation was part of a high- 
volume manufacturing activity (in 
which perhaps tens of thousands 
of items are made in very long bat- 
ches) could a production engineer 
justify the costs of installing spe- 
cialised handling equipment based 
on mechanical devices such as' 
stops and cams. 

Most factories, however, made 
things in small batches in which 
the size and shape of components 
change from day tn day, or even 
hour to hour — this fact is as true 
today as it was iu the ,1950s. 

As a result, most handling jobs 
had to be left to people, a state of 
affairs that Mr. Devol cha- 
racterised in his patent as “exc- 
eedingly wasteful of precious 
manpower.” 

The solution, said the inventor, 
was to fink to mechanical arms 
magnetic memories of the kind 
that were appearing in the early 
computers. Mr. Devol had gained 
experience of such devices thr- 
ough working for Remington 
Rand, one of the first computer 
manufacturers. 

To change the operation of the 
arm. an engineer would simply 
alter the software (in the early 
days, this was a set of punched 
cards) that feeds information to 
the memory. 

“The present invention makes 
available for the first time,” said 
Mr. Devol in his patent, “a more 
or less general purpose machine 
that has universal application to a 
vast diversity of applications 
where cyclic control is to be des- 
ired." 

At a cocktail party in 1956, Mr. 
.EJevoJ, then 44. met Mr. Eng- 
his juttej 

lor and aTEuIIus^w^pineer raji 
the a&a^BMiustiy.T(^wo becjS 
ame friendly: Mr. Engelterger 
already had a keen interest in rob- 
ots as a result of reading the 
science-fiction stories of Mr. Issac 
Asimov. 

Mr. Engelberger eventually set 
up Unimation with financial help 
from Pullman, an enterprise best 
known for its railway carriages. 
Unimation bought the patent 
know-how from Mr. Devol. 

But the ruse of applying the 
word “robot” to a piece of factory 
equipment backfired. With robots 
having entered the popular cul- 
ture as nasty, threatening cre- 
atures, factory managers (to say 
nothing of their workforces) dis- 
liked the unpleasant connotations 
of the term. 
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Take law into your hands 

IF YOU happen to have a financial problem with an ass- 
ociate; if vou are in conflict with your landlord; if you feel 
your rights are ignored by certain clients, not paying their 
dues, then sit calmly in an armchair, stretch your legs, take 
a deep breath and think. 

Some time back, not too long ago, you would have imm- 
ediately called your lawyer to present your case to him and 
things would have developed to the point of going to court to 
claim your rights. 

The problem here is that this alternative is out of que- 
stion. With the rate court fees have reached today, you 
would have nothing to gain, almost nothing, from filing a 
case. 

You recover your pride, your moral satisfaction, yes; but 
no financial gains, for the fees you would pay to the court 
added to the fees of your iaywer would leave you with little 
money hi your pocket. 

So, what is left for you to do? Perhahps, to recoup your 
rights by your own means. Here you have many options 
either you appeal to the common sense and reason with the 
person in conflict with you and rectify peacefully the pro- 
blem, or you ask a third person to intervene and play the 
judge like Solomon the King, or perhaps resort to the tou- 
gher solution. 

Here also yon have many alternatives. You can threaten 
your opponent to burn him alive on a little fire, to impale 
him the Ottoman way, to whip him or to pluck out his eyes. 
The literature of detective stories is full of examples from 
where you can learn. 

At the same time, you can keep in mind that whatever you 
do to your opponent, he will think twice before filing a suit 
agamst you. 

This is the situation that we are bound to reach since the 
government deckled to raise court fees by 1,000 per cent. So 
the last word, ladies and gentlemen, should be; Start your 
karate lessons. 


When Armeli scores, Jews 
forget he is an Arab 


Much closer to a human morphology 


Ford, for instance, insisted on - 
calling the machines “universal 
transfer devices” for some years 
after Unimation started selling 
them. 

Unimation installed the world’s 
first industrial robot in 1961, at a 
General Motors factory in New 
Jersey. But Unimation made slow 
progress and failed to make a pro- 
fit until 1975. Other American 
enterprises such as AMF, Hughes 
Tool and Borg- Warner that sta- 
fltfed making robrtaaiD , the. 1 960s . 

Eg-Phe robot incfijstiy-Iefl the pla- 
teau stage in the mid-1970s when 
manufacturers showed more int- 
erest. In 1982, the recession in the 
world engineering industry began 
to bite and sales levelled off again, 
though they may once more be 
starting to climb. 

According to many analysts, the 
robot market is suffering from an 
over-abundance of suppliers 
which has left customers confused. 
Anxious not to be left out of what 
appears to be a glamorous tec- 
hnology. major U.S. companies 
such as General Electric, IBM, 
General Motors and Wes- 
tinghouse (as well as several big 
Japanese concerns) have joined 
the robot business over the past 
few years. 


“The big companies jumped 
into an industry that wasn't ready 
for it,” says Mr. Engelberger. 
“They are losing millions of dol- 
lars trying to carve out a share. 
Before the business is really set- 
tled, we wQI see a shake-out.” 

About 40.000 industrial robots, 
worth roughly $2.4 billion, should 
be sold around the world this year, 
according to one forecast from 
IBM. Some observers see sales 
growing at roughly 30 per cent a 
year, producing a 59 billion bus- 
iness by 1990. About 40 per cent 
of all robots are sold in Japan, with 
Europe and the U.S. accounting 
for roughly equal shares of the 
rest. 

Customers increasingly require 
robots to be part of complex net- 
works of automated hardware that 
turn out goods in a flexible fashion 
so that the type of product can be 
altered between batches. The ind- 
ividual machines are linked by 
data highways in much the same 
way as offices are connected by 
the ordinary telephone system. 

As a result of this development, 
robot suppliers are forced to bec- 
ome not just purveyors pf mec- 
hanical hardware but skilled in 
software and the art of integrating 
segments of manufacturing app- 
aratus under computer control. 


“A customer won't go out and 
just buy a “robot,” says Ms. Laura 
Conigiiaro, an analyst with Pru- 
dential Bache Securities of New 
York, who studies technical trends 
in manufacturing. “He is looking 
for a complete solution to a pro- 
duction problem.” 

Accordingto some experts, new 
technologies in sensors and com- 
puters, many of which are under 
development in academic lab- 
oratories, may strengthen the role 
of robots in factories by bro- 
adening their capabilities. 

The links between the robots of 
science fiction and those of the 
real world were neatly summed up 
by Mr. Asimov in a foreword to an 
engineering manual on industrial 
robots that Mr. Engelberger pro- 
duced three years ago. 

Alluding to his famous col- 
lection of short stories on robots 
published in the 1940s, he wrote: 
“I did not at that time seriously 
believe that I would live to see 
robots in action and robotics bec- 
oming a booming industry. 

“Of course, the robots that now 
exist. ...are not yet as complex, ver- 
satile and intelligent as the ima- 
ginary robots of 1. Robot — but 
give the engineers time!” — Fin- 
ancial Times news feature. 


Do computers have the right to launch a nuclear war? 


By Jonathan Sharp 


SAN FRANCISCO — A British 
scientist is taking the Pentagon to 
court because he fears computers 
could launch a nuclear holocaust 
by accident. 

Clifford Johnson, a 35-year-old 
Oxford Ph.D now working on 
computers at Stanford University, 
is suing Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger, accusing him of vio- 
lating the American constitution 
by delegating too much power to 
machines. 

Dr. Johnson is no ordinary 
anti-nuclear crusader. He stresses 
that he is not questioning nuclear 
weaponry in itself, but how it is 


controlled. 

He says the power to press the 
nuclear button should remain fir- 
mly in the hands of the U.S. pre- 
sident, and not be surrendered to 
error-prone computers. 

He believes presidential aut- 
hority has been eroded by tec- 
hno logical advances which mean 
that, in certain cases, computers 
have effective control over human 
destiny. 

And the trouble with machines. . 
Johnson argues, is that even the 
most sophisticated ones can go fri- 
ghteningly wrong. 

“What people don't realise is 
that computers make errors all the 
time,” he told Reuters. “There is 
no such thing as an infallible com- 
puter chip.” 


Dr. Johnson's lawsuit was dis- 
missed by a San Francisco court 
last July, but the judge enc- 
ouraged him to take the case to a 
higher court which might have 
“greater wisdom”. He is now pre- 
paring for a hearing expected in 
the next three months. 

Johnson’s campaign takes aim 
at a system called, in the jargon of 
the nuclear age “launch- 
on-warnmg-capabiiity” (LOWC). 
This means that nuclear weapons 
are launched by a government 
when its computers say an enemy 
attack is under way. 

The U.S. government denies it 
would rely exclusively on com- 
puters in order to unleash its nuc- 
lear arsenal. 

But Dr. Johnson argues that the 


time taken by the warheads of a 
Soviet SS20 missile to reach Wes- 
tern Europe, for example, is so 
short that dependence on quick- 
acting computers to launch a ret- 
aliatory attack is inevitable. 

The use of LOWC will be even 
more important if the United Sta- 
tes builds its so-called “Star 
Wars” system in which enemy 
missiles would be destroyed while 
still in space. 

In order to be effective, such a 
system would have to be activated 
within seconds of enemy missiles 
being launched. 

The temptation to put “Star 
Wars” under the full control of an 
automated system would be irr- 
esistible. Dr. Johnson says. 

“Even if the president is inv- 


olved, is it really him that is going 
to be deciding? The way that inf- 
prmation gets to him is from peo- 
ple looking at computer screens." 
he said. “And if you do com- 
puterise, you could have an acc- 
idental launch.” 

To illustrate the dangers of rel- 
ying on computers. Dr. Johnson 
cited incidents in 1980 when com- 
puter errors 1 caused U.S. Armed 
Forces to go on alert. 

"There was a whole slew of 
panic situations that nearly got out 
of control," he said. "On ‘one occ- 
asion a 46-cent computer chip 
went wrong — just one chip — and 
100 nuclear bombers were taxi- 
ing down runways and missiles 
were readied.” 

But if humans cannot make dec- 


isions fast enough about a possible 
nuclear catastrophe and if com- 
puters are unreliable, what should 
be done to guard against world 
war III? 

Get rid of static, land-based 
weapons that are an obvious tar- 
get for snap attacks in favour of 
mobile systems like bombers 
which can be called back before it 
is too late. Dr. Johnson says. 

After all, if land-based missiles 
were removed and mankind were 
still determined to destroy itself, 
“there are still enough weapons 
around to smash every nation on 
earth." 

But at least it would be man that 
made the decision, not a com- 
puter. 


Briton with fine arts degree watches birds and owns cameis 


By Terry Williams 

Reuter 

NAIROBI — Terry Stevenson 
was born in Bradford, in Britain’s 
industrial north. He has a degree 
in fine arts, is co-owner of two 
camels and washes birds in 
Kenya. 

One day in November he bec- 
ame the first man in the world to 
see 300 different kinds of bird in 
one day, a feat most birdwatchers 
would be -happy to achieve in a 
lifetime. 

He and two friends flew just 
above the ground in light aircraft, 
charged through the bush at high 
>pecd in four-wheel drive cars and 
raced across Lake Baringo in a 
powered canoe. 

"At one point the wheels of the 
aircraft were brushing through the 
reeds on the edge of the lake sca- 
ttering the birds ahead of us so we 


could spot them.” says Mr. Ste- 
venson. 31„ who gave up the cha- 
nce of a career teaching sculpture 
to live in one of the wilder and 
more barren parts of Kenyai 

Baringo, a paradise- for bir- 
dwatchers in semi-arid Bushland. 
is one of the most northerly lakes 
in a chain running up Kenya's Rift 
Valley. In the eight yean he has 
lived there. Mr. Stevenson has 
spotted 450 of the 1,063 birds 
known to live in the country. 

The large number of birds in 
Kenya is due to the wide variety of 
habitats in the country — from 
deserts in the north to constant 
snow on equatorial Mount Kenya, 
from seashores in the east to fresh 
and Alkaline Lakes in the Rift 
Valley. 

The attempt on the world bir- 
dwatching record is invariably 
made in Kenya. Mr. Stevenson lif- 
ted the mark to 290 in 24 hours on 


'Feb. 25. Nine months later, ass- 
istant John Fanshaw and pilot 
Andy Roberts helped him make it 
308. 

“Three hundred was the magic 
figure, the big dream.” Mr. Ste- 
venson told Reuters. 

Now he is sure he can raise the 
mark to around 325. In February, 
there are 35 minutes more day- 
light than in November. 

When he is not chasing birds on 
a 1.600 T kiIoraelre dash — “the 
most exhausting thing I've ever 
done” — Mr. Stevenson is up at 
dawn most days to show tourists at 
Baringo some of the birds that are 
his life. 

He first came to Kenya as an art 
student A keen birdwatcher since 
he was* 1 3. he found Bradford 
Regional College of An mid the 
Chelsea School of Art in London 
were cramping his style. 

“I couldn’t see many birds 


there,” he says. “So I got jobs on 
buildingsiies and saved upenough 
money to come to Kenya for six 
months." 

in Kenya, he drew and painted 
and watched birds. Back in Lon- 
don he won a travelling sch- 
olarship from the slade school of 
fine art. one of the most renowned 
an schools in the world. 

He returned to Kenya and was 
spotted by a couple running a 
small tourist lodge on the shores of 
Lake Baringo where he would talk 
to tourists about the birds in the 
evenings. 

“Just before 1 left for England 
again, they asked me if Td like to 
come back and do it for a living. 1 
said “yes”, and Lhree weeks later 
the cheque arrived in London to 
pay for the ticket.” 

Now he says he couldn't go 
back, although — or perhaps bec- 
ause — he sometimes has to chase 


the hippos off the lawn at night to 
be able to get some sleep. 

The lodge -has been taken over 
by a hotel chain and Mr. Ste- 
venson's job as resident bird exp- 
ert has developed into one of org- 
anising all the leisure activities, 
including camels. 

He and a friend thought tourists 
might like a camel ride along the 
lake, so they bought two. "They’re 
really nice animals.” he says. 

From time to time, he goes back 
to his sculpture. He had five exh- 
ibitions before swapping art for 
ornithology and was offered a 
gram by Britain's Arts Council. 

“Bui I never ever sold one piece 
of ray work.” Mr. Stevenson said. 
“ It’s difficult to sell a Lwig painted 
blue" 

His sculpture is as unc- 
onventional as mosi things he 
does. 

"Most people imagine what it 


would be like to be a bird.” he 
says. “I. try to imagine what it 
would be like to be a pyramid." 

He recently went out into the 
arid lands north of Baringo with a 
pyramid, a ball, a rectangle and a 
cube all painted blue. 

“Then 1 painted myself blue all 
over and saL there talking to the 
objects.” 

He also photographed himself 
pretending to be first a bird then a 
chair. Then he photographed a 
chair and captioned the picture 
“chair pretending to be a bird.” 

"Of course it’s nonsense ... but 
it's all to do withthe relationship 
between man and things.” 

Does he ever gel bored showing 
people the same birds day after 
day? 

“Not so lung as they are int- 
erested." he says. “And they 
won’t get up at the crack of dawn if 
they're not." 


From Alan Eisner 

SHFAR AM. Israel — Every wee- 
kend carloads of Jewish families 
arrive in this picturesque. Arab 
Galilee town to shake the hand 
and request the autograph of an 
Arab star — Zayei Armeli, the 
most explosive talent in Israeli 
soccer today. 

“People turn up all the time. 1 
get fan letters from Jewish sch- 
oolchildren all over the country. 
When I recently went five games 
without a goal, I had hundreds of 
telephone calls from fans, some 
Arabs but mostly Jews.” he said. 

His rise to fame as Israel’s top 
striker and one of its chief hopes 
for a place in the World Cup finals 
in Mexico in 1986. has' been sud- 
den. 

At the start of last season, he 
was struggling with the local team 
in the depths of the third division. 
Then, he was transferred to first 
division Macabbi Haifa. 

“They were in eighth place. 13 
points behind the leaders when 1 
joined," Armeli. aged 26, said. He 
scored 13 vital goals in the rem- 
aining 20 matches and Haifa won 
the league title for the first time in 
its history. 

“It meant a lot to me as an Arab 
to be hoisted on fans’ shoulders 
and hear the supporters chanting 
my name.” he said. 

But Armeli also has to suffer 
racial hostility. 

"At away games, fans try to 
taunt me with shouts of “dirty 
Arab or PLO (Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation) filth." I try 
to ignore it. let it go in one ear and 
out the other. The best reply is to 
score a goal or two. That usually 
shuts Lhem up." 

He began playing fooLball as a 
child in the dusty, narrow all- 
eyways of Shfaram. a mixed 
Muslim-Christian town of 40.000 
perched on a hilltop. 

"We had no pitches, no boots, 
no equipment of any kind," he 
recalled. “Even today, sports fac- 
ilities in (Israeli) Arab towns and 


villages are way behind what the 
Jews have.*" 

At 16. Armeli joined the Shf- 
aram dub and stayed with them 
until last year. 

“They wouldn’t let me go. even 
though top clubs were after me for 
years. People said the future of the 
village depended on me leading 
the team to the first division. But it 
was an impossible dream,” he 
said. 

A bustling centre forward. 
Armeli has a surprising tum of 
speed for a big man and is very 
strong on the ball. He likes to run 
straight at defences and is good in 
the air. 

His success, and that of Rifat 
Turk, an Arab from Jaffa who has. 
been a regular member of the nat- 
ional squad for the past five years, 
has inspired a new generation of 
Arab footballers to try to make 
their way in Israeli soccer. 

These new young players are 
gaining increasing success in first 
division clubs, though none yet 
looks likely to break into the int- 
ernational level, at which Armeli 
and Turk are among the very few 
Israeli Arabs to achieve sporting 
prominence. 

While all Israeli sports suffer 
from lack of funds, the situation is 
worse in Arab villages, where 
most schools are without proper 
facilities. Most Arab towns and 
villages have bumpy pitches and 
lack changing rooms and spectator 
amenities. 

Armeli himself was first picked 
for the national team in 1982 and 
has scored 12 goals in 12 app- 
earances. 

“I am aware that as an Arab. I 
am under constant scrutiny and 
my behaviour must be perhaps on 
a higher level than that of Jewish 
players." 

In the World Cup qualifying 
competition, Israel is in a group 
with Australia, New Zealand. 
Taiwan and Hong Kong. The mat- 
ches begin next October. — Reu- 
ter. 


Austrians brew strange 
kind of ‘opium tea’ 


By Regina Murgoth 

Reuter 

VIENNA — Young people in 
Vienna, famed for its cafes, are 
sipping not just coffee nowadays, 
but also "tea" brewed from dried 
poppies — the raw material of 
opium. 

“It has become kind of fas- 
hionable among young people in 
recent years." says social worker 
Hilde Jawad. who counsels drug 
addicts in the Austrian capital. 

The problem is not limited to 
Vienna. In 1983. HO cases were 
brought to the Health Ministry’s 
attention nationwide. 

Some 3.000 Austrians — from a 
population of just 7.5 million — 
are officially registered as drug 
addicts. But Ms. Jawad. a social 
worker at the Centra! Drug Gui- 
dance Centre, believes the num- 
ber of poppy tea consumers is hig- 
her. 

Poppy heads may be bought 
legally in Austrian flower or 
hobby shops, ostensibly for use in 
flower-arranging. 

West Germany introduced leg- 
islation in September under which 
imported poppy heads must be 
chemically cleared of active ing- 
redients before they are sold to the 


public. 

Alexander Jcntzsch. head of the 
Health Ministry' s drug monitoring 
department, says Austria will pro- 
bably follow suit by mid- 1 985 
after studying the West German 
experience. 

~*We don’t want to run the risk 
of being accused of tolerating this 
here." Mr. Jcntzsch told Reuters. 

"Poppy heads for hobbyists” 
reads a shop sign in Vienna's col- 
ourful fruit and vegetable market 
near the 5tate Opera. The heads 
cost from six to 1 6 schillings (27 to 
72 cents) each. 

Austria imported some 14 ton- 
nes of poppies from Morocco and 
other southern countries in 1983. 
official figures show. 

Most opium tea-drinkers are 
already opium or heroin addicts 
who use the tea only if they cannot 
afford a shot of the hard stuff. For 
some it is the first drug they use 
and become addicted to. however. 
Consumers, usually aged between 
1 7 and 20. try it because it ischeap 
and fashionable. 

The poppy trip is followed by 
sickness and diarrhoea as the bev- 
erage damages the drinker's sto- 
mach and intestines. 

“ I think it is very dangerous." 
says Ms. Jawad. 
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USTA issues strict rules 
for Davis Cup players 


NEW YORK (R) — Arthur Ashe stays on as U.S. 
Davis Cup captain and players will have to follow 
strict new guidelines regarding their behaviour and 
commitment to the team, the president of the U.S. 
Tennis Association (USTA) said Tuesday. 


John McEnroe and Jimmy 
Connors have been formally cri- 
ticised for their bad behaviour 
during Iasi month's upset victory 
by Sweden in the Davis Cup final 
in Gothenburg, and the new gui- 
delines are a direct result of the 
way they acted. 

USTA President Hunter Del- 
atour said: "The team will be sel- 
ected on the basis of ability, ava- 
ilability and willingness to rep- 
resent the United Slates in a man- 
ner which will brine credit to the 
individual, the team and our cou- 
• ntry 

Delatour. who made no direct 
reference to McEnroe or Con- 
nors. added: "Competitive int- 
ensity is a quality which is enh- 
anced by self-discipline and self- 
respect." 

Connors was fined S2.000 for 
three incidents in Gothenburg, 
and McEnroe was openly critical 
of the court condition and the tim- 
ing of the event, held just before 
Christmas. 


Ashe, who has received a lot of 
mail complaining about the pla- 
yers' behaviour, said: “The Uni- 
ted States Tennis Association has 
now made it dear that it wants a 
better-behaved team." 

The gtayers will have to sign a 
document agreeing to the new 
guidelines before a new U.S. team 
is chosen. The letter, copies of 
which were made public Tuesday 
by the USTA. includes the fol- 


lowing statements: 

“By applying for selection to 
the team, a player acknowledges 
that he wishes to represent the 
United States in the finest tra- 
ditions of international spo- 
rtsmanship. 

“While athletic ability is of pri- 
mary importance in all tennis eve- 
nts. it is expected that such ability 
will be coupled with courtesy and 
civility towards competitors, off- 
icials and spectators at all times. 

“Additionally, in Davis Cup 
play, participation by each player 
in official ceremonies and fun- 
ctions is essential. The wearing of 
the official team uniform at ope- 
ning and closing ceremonies is an 
absolute requirement, as is respect 
for national flags and anthems.” 


Toleman looks for tyres 


LONDON (R) — Toleman, who 
gave Derek Warwick and Ayrton 
Senna rheir first chance in For- 
mula One motor racing, are ready 
to launch Sweden's Stefan Joh- 
ansson on his first full Grand Prix 
season — provided they can find 
some ryres. 

Team director Alex Hawkridge 
unveiled their 1985 car and said 


WATER AUTHORITY 
RAMTHA WATER AND SEWERAGE 
PROJECT 

CONTRACT No. R-2/18/85 

1. The Water Authority invites experienced contractors 
from member countries of the World Bank, Swi- 
tzerland and Taiwan and contractors in the Has- 
hemite Kingdom of Jordan who have been pre- 
qualified as General and First Class Water and Sew- 
erage Contractors by the Ministry of Public Works of 
Jordan to submit bids for the supply and con- 
struction of the Ramtha Contract No. R2, Water Dis- 
tribution and Wastewater Collection Systems. The 
project consists of the supply and construction of 
about 6.2 km of water mains ranging in diameter 
from 80 mm to 200 mm, supply and construction of 
about 1 .5 km of water lines ranging in diameter from 
Va-inch 1 V 2 -inches and supply and construction of 
about 26 km of sewers ranging in diameter from 150 
mm to 800 mm. 

2. A prebid conference will be held on Thursday Feb- 
ruary 1 4, 1 985 beginning at 0900 hours at the office 
of the Water Authority. 

3. On Feb. 1 4, 1985 contractors shall submit in a sealed 
envelope in person or by mail the information on the 
firm requested in' the instrudtibns to bidders/The 
information will be evaluated and contractors will be 
informed whether or not to submit a bid. 

4. The bids are due no later than 1200 nonn, Jordan 
local time on March 4, 1 985 at the office of the Water 
Authority. 

5. Contract documents may be examined and pur- 
chased at the following address: 

Water Authority 
Jebel Hussein 
Nablus Street 
P.O. Box 2412, 

Amman, Jordan 
Telephone 666111 
Telex 22439 WAJ JO. 

The cost of the initial copy of the contract doc- 
uments purchased by a bidder is JD 200.000 per set, 
and the cost of any additional copies of the contract 
documents by a bidder is JD 100.000 per set. No ref- 
unds will be made for the return of full or partial sets of 
contract documents. Copies of the contract doc- 
uments will be sent to prospective bidders by the Water 
Authority upon receipt of the proper amount in a bank 
check. 

President 
Eng. M.S. Kilani 


Toleman would be in Brazil for 
the opening race of the season in 
April with or without the means to 
go round the track. 

“I hope common sense will pre- 
vail and someone . will supply us 
with tyres but as of this moment I 
am not so sure." he said. 

Toleman’ s problem arose when 
their French suppliers withdrew 
from the sport Another big man- 
ufacturer seems fully committed 
to rival teams, while Hawkridge 
considers it ‘very unadvisabie' to 
return to Pirelli, the company 
which shod their cars when they 
started racing. 

Around 300 sets of four tyres 
are required for a two-car team 
per season. 

Weather permitting, Johansson 
will drive the new TGI 85 for the 
first time at Silverstone later this 
week. A few sets of last year's 
compounds have been found for 
the shakedown session. 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 

Fully-furnished one bed- 
room and two bedroom 
flats, w/w carpet, colour 
T.V., central heating, tel- 
ephone. 

Two locations, jabal 
Amman, near Fifth Circle 
and Abdali area. -r 
Phone: 673768, 672842 7> 
i -/■ rafter. .2 p.m. ly 


Big names to miss first 
World Indoor Athletics 


PARIS (R) — The first World 
Indoor Athletics Gaines unfold 
here this weekend, but many of 
the brightest international stars 
will miss the party. 

The games have not been hit by 
the political boycotts which mar- 
red the last three Olympics, but 
they have failed to draw the likes 
of Carl Lewis, Edwin Moses and 
others, who illuminated the 1984 
Olympiad in Los Angeles. 

The early timing of the games, 
the pull of other — probably more 
lucrative — meetings in the U.S., 
and the conflicting demands of 
preparation for the European 
Indoor Championships in Athens 
in March have taken a toll. 

But fans can still look forward 
to seeing much compelling ath- 
letes as Soviet pole-vaulter Sergei 
Bubka and East German sprinter 
Marita Koch. 

Bubka and Koch, both gold 
medallists in the Inaugural World 
Championships in Helsinki in 
1983, were sadly absent from Los 
Angeles and will be all the more, 
eager to make an impact. 

Bubka will renew his rivalry 
with European indoor champion 
Thierry Vigneron of France, who 
snatched the Soviet vaulter's 
world record in Rome last Sep- 
tember only for Bubka to soar still 
higher at the same meeting. 

His older brother Vasily will 
also be in the field, but Olympic 
Champion Pierre Quinon has had 
to pull out because of a knee inj- 
ury. The 17-strong Soviet squad 
also features 1980 Olympic sprint 
and middle distance gold med- 
allists Liudmila Kondatrieva and 
Nadezhda Olizarenko. 

Fans had looked forward to a 
duel between Koch and Jarmila 


Kratochvilova over 200 metres Joseph Chesire and Sammy Kos- 
but there have been reports that keL 

the clash of world champions, who China’s squad of nine features 

ran in different events in Helsinki, Zou Zhenxian, fourth in the tri- 
is off because the Czechoslovak is ■pie*; .jump in Los Angeles, and 
not fully fiL long jumper Liu Yuhuang, who 

Olympic silver medallist Sam was fifth, plus women’ s5-ktn walk 
Graddy and fellow sprinter Mel world record-holder Hoag Yan. 
Lattany lead the 24-strong U.S. Canada look to sprinters Ben 
challenge with Chandra Che- Johnson, the Olympic 100 metres 
ese boro ugh, the 400 metres Oly- bronze medallist, Tony Sharpe 
mpic silver medallist, and "high and Angella Taylor, while Oly- 
hurdler Stephanie Hightower. mpic 400 metres finalist Darren 
But Lewis, Moses and other Clarke and shot-put bronze med- 
U.S. Olympic champions, such as alBst Gad Martin figure high in the 
Sprinters Evelyn Ashford and Australian line-up. ’ 


Valerie Brisco-Hooks and hur- 
dlers Roger Kingdom and Benita 
Fitzgerald are staying at home. 

Though around 350 athletes 
from 74 cations will be competing. 
East Germany h8ve cut back even 
more than the other athletics 
super-powers, announcing a 
squad of just seven. But the qua- 
lity of their line-up is unmatched. 

Koch’s team-mates include 
former Olympic shot-put cha- 
mpion Udo Beyer and world cha- 
mpionship runner-up Ulf Tim- 
mermann, and world cha- 
mpionship sprint relay gold med- 
allist Silke Gladiesch. 

West Germany also parade a 
reduced squad of seven, with 
Olympic shot-put champion Cla- 
udia Losch and high-jumpers 
Carlo Thraenhardt and Gerd* 
Nagel the most familiar names. 

But Dietmar Moegenburg, 
winner of the Olympic high jump 
in Los Angeles, has pulled out of 
the West German squad. 

Kenya, pride of Africa, are sen- 
ding Olympic 3,000 metres ste- 
eplechase gold medallist Julius 
Korir and middle-distance men 
Edwin Koech, Billy KoncheDah. 


Mexico’s Ernesto Canto and 
Italy’s Maiirizio Damflano, pre- 
sent and past Olympic 20-km walk 
champions, will compete in the 
men's walk event over five kil- 
ometres. 

The International Amateur 
Athletics Federation (IAAF) off- 
ered to meet travel and acc- 
ommodation costs of 347 athletes 
and 92 officials from 71 countries, 
but several squads — notably East 
and West Germany — have not 
taken up their full allowance. 

‘Tm a little disappointed. But 
you can’t blame the athletes," 
press chief Roger Debaye told 
Reuters. “If the federation bad 
decided to hold the games a month 
later, it would have changed the 
picture completely. 

“But I would rather great ath- 
letes like Lewis and Moegenburg 
didn't come if they don't feel in 
top form. If Carl Lewis were bea- 
ten like that, it would be bad.” 

IAAF President Primo Nebiolo 
admitted last month that the dates 
were not ideal, but said the fed- 
eration had not wanted to pre- 
judice the European Cha- 
mpionships. 


USOC chief says transfusions illegal 


NEW YORK (R) — The chief 
medical officer of the U.S. Oly- 
mpic Committee (USOC) said 
Tuesday he believed blood tra- 
nsfusions used to enhance athletic 
endurance were not only unethical 
but illegal from the USOCs sta- 
ndpoint. 

Dr. Irving Dardik, chairman of 
the USOC Sports Medicine Cou- 
ncil, said the determination of his 
investigation into so-called blood 
doping-- by -between six and nine 
merabfli^/of -.the' medal-winning 
U.S.jBfoling team ‘wiH be-thafcitvis 
illegar. 


Dardik told Reuters that the 
riders, under the administration of 
a non-USOC physician, und- 
erwent a dangerous procedure in 
which donor blood was used in a 
last-minute attempt to improve 
their Olympic performance. 

“It wasn’t a new technique, but 
it was hazardous. Our inv- 
estigation has Shown that they 
used other people’s blood in order 
■to facilitate the -process. In other 
words there wash’ t enough t ime to 
do the ndrnilQ'jiitk^ss... ' '-' • : r 


ii^-iUsing - dthter- :people’s. blood 
presents the possibility of pro^ 


blems ranging from hepatitis to 
God knows what — AIDS (Acq- 
uired Immune Deficiency Syn- 
drome),” Dardik said. 

The process normally used by 
athletes is to have some of their 
own blood removed and treated to 
increase the number of red blood 
cells, which carry Oxygen and 
hence boost stamina, and then 
have that blood returned to their 
bodies. 

The technique used in a hotel 
room near ‘ the -Ol^mflic '* Vei- 


bfirome outside Los Angeles w^s 
‘done with relative haste. 


McEnroe named. World 
Champion for3rd time 


LONDON (R) — John McEnroe 
was named World Champion for 
the third time, an achievement 
only equalled by Bjorn Borg, by 
the Int ernat ional Tennis Fed- 
eration (lTF) Wednesday. 

The ITF said their panel of five 
former all-time great champions 
was unanimous in choosing McE- 
nroe, the Wimbledon. U.S. Open 
and Grand Prix Masters Cha- 
mpion. 

Don Budge, the first man to 
complete the Grand Slam, said, 
“John McEnroe is the only com- 
plete player in the men's game. 
He's such an exciting player to 


watch and if he keeps going be wifl 
wind up as one of the all-time gre- 
ats. 

“I don't think he is yet that bee- 
ause he hasn't won the French 
Open," he added. “But he does 
have a touch of genius similar to 
Henri Cocbet, as if the racket were 
a magic wand." 

Another judge. Britain' s Fred 
Perry who won Wimbledon three 
times in succession from 1934-36, . 
said, “he's by far the best player 
on the circuit” 

Tony Trabert. Lew Hoad and 
Frank Sedgman completed' she 
judging panel. 


THE Daily Crossword BywasenMeBwui 


ACROSS 
1 Solicitor 
abbr. 

4 Prorata 
10 Confabulation 

14 Ft. coin 

15 Envoy 

16 Solo 

17 Pronoun 

18 Dismount 

19 Outkrt 

20 Sound msasure 
22 Nocturnal 

lemur 

24 Originate 

25 Part ola 
skJHfl 

26 Ornamental 
fabric 

27 Supposedly' 
mature people 

31 Indian city 

33 Prepare to 
drive 

34 Uncover to 
poets 

35 Reed Instrument 
38 Dogma 

37 Srdbker's 
partner 

38 Yugoslav dty 

39 Gulled 

40 Moderated 

41 Social 
positions 

43 Foreman's group 

44 Profligate 

45 Low lands next 
to a river 

48 Carl a In art 
piece 

51 Cousin of 61 A 

52 Too bad! 

53 Bums 

56 Before 

57 Fast time 

58 P r evaricator 

59 bilei 

60 Pond 

61 Diner 

62 Sweet potato 

DOWN 

1 Digression 

2 Family emblem 

3 Seat of the 
Crimson 74 b* . 
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Yesterday's Puzzle SofewJ: 


4 Country rock 
group 

5 Expunge 

6 Lithe 

7 Wordplay 

B Number end 
9 Start 

10 Pub 

11 Tract 

12 Marked 

13 A singing 
Smith 

21 Pointless 
23 Squawk 
25 Cornered 

27 Heredity units 

28 Capital of 4D 

29 Two-edged sword 

30 if — be 

31 Famous diva 

32 Newspaper Item 

33 Cherokee's 
abode 

36 Institute 
bi4D 

37 — Domingo 
39-IWo-foW ; 



40 PH char and 
catcher 

42 Melancholy: Fr. 

43 Swindler 

45 Armor lor a 
horse 

46 — Theresa - 

47 Vapor 
Vt 


48 Shopping 
center 

49 OBve genus 

50 Depository 
. of sorts 

54 Actress 
LeGslUenna 

55 Groin 
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DELUXE FURNISHED GROUND FLOOR 
FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of two bedrooms, sitting room, modern 
utilities with open yard, contains full automatic 
washing machine (refrigerator, 26 inch colour tel- 
evision set. wall to wall carpets, central heating and 
telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani, about 150 metres west of the 
Romanian Embassy and 150 metres south of the 
Swedish Embassy 

Call Tel: 661046, Amman. 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, salon, dining room, 
sitting room, glassed-veranda, modem utilities, cen- 
tral heating, garden, telephone. 

Location: Engineers Housing Estate, Seventh Cir- 
cle, Jabal Amman, Sheikh Abdullah Ghosheh Street. 

Annual rent: JD 5,500 

Call Tel: 673809 


FOR RENT 

THREE SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 

One apartment with two bedrooms and two others 
each with one bedroom complete with utilities. 

Location: Jabal Amman, near the Fifth Circle 

Tel: 816483, 816072, between 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 









DELUXE ITALIAN-DESIGNED 
FURNITURE FOR SALE 

Complete villa furniture, .all in excellent condition. 

For more details please contact Tel: 819244 


MOVING SALE 

Portable stereo, food processor, baby bed, playpen, 
children’s games and toys, kitchen items and more. 
Low prices. 

Call 674821 - ask for apartment “C”. 


FOR RENT 

A well-furnished flat Two bedrooms, living, dining and 
salon, centrally heated with telephone. 

Jabal Amman - First Circle, Rainbow Street. 

Please contact tel: 24833 - Amman 



SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM 

* Living- rooms 

* Dining rooms 

* Bedroom sets 

* Wall units 

* Lighting fixtures 
■i-CIubB for children 
☆Modem Danish design 

* Feather upholstery 

* Danish-Pack Homes 
☆Tax-free if applicable 

Tel. 663890 Civil defence street 



.Tne youthful 
style with an 
eye to the futu»e 


To advertise in 
this section 



Phone 666320. 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Aircondhioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open dally 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 


i 
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TOURISMO 

3rd Circle, Jabal Amman 'l H 
Opposite Akilah Hospital, g 

PEKING MICK & 

FLAMING POT FONDUE 

ABE OUR SPECIALITIES 


VISIT SOON! 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 PM 
6:00 PM to Midnight 


I 

■ 

I 


| Tel. 41093 J|' 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
I RESTAURANT 

| Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbecue 
for lunch Friday 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our . 
specialities 
i Open daily 

|12:00 noon - 3:30 pm 
j 630 pjn. - Mdnlflht 


CHINA 
RESTAURANT! 


w i Hw m 

The .first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 
Take - away service ava- 
lia bl e 

Open daily'll 30 0:30 - and 6:30 
11:00 


AQABA, Tel. 4415 


I 



CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


rigonta era (ta worta 

I Tel: eS4090Tte 22206 BESMCOJOl 
CaWa; NuavMwc 
Pil. Boa 926487 
AMMAN J0MAN 
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Dunlop unveils plans 
to continue operations 

LONDON (R) — 1 ■ Dunlop; tile struggling British tyre firm, Tuesday 
unveiled a survival plan that called for fresh cash from its sha- 
reholders and asked creditor banks to swap part of the company’s 
debts for shares. 

Chairman Sir Michael Edwardes. a proven master at rescuing 
ailing companies, said in a letter to shareholders the plan was ess- 
ential if Dunlop. which teetered on the brink of collapse in 1983. was 
to have a viable future. ■ 

Mr. Edwardes, who was brought in by creditor banks to run 
Dunlop in a -boardroom shake-up last November, wants sha- 
reholders’ permission to raise £72 million ($80 million) by issuing 
new shares. 

He plans to ask the shareholders themselves to subscribe to £43 
million ($47 million) of the new shares while the rest win be sought' 
from big financial institutions. 

U oder- the -plan, the banks will also convert debts of £70 million 
($78 million) into new share capital. 

The letter said Dunlop still owed £433 million ($486 million) and 
Mr. Edwardes said he hoped to make further cuts in borrwings after 
the rescue plan had gone through. 

A slump in demand for tyres after the oil price rises of the 1970s 
and the development of the longer- lasting radial tyre almost spelt the 
end for Dunlop. It has since pulled out of European tyre man- 
ufacturing, its original business, to concentrate on other regions and 
products, notably sports goods. 

In 1983, Dunlop sold its British and West German tyre operations 
to the Japanese tyre company Sumitomo, which also bought the 
French subsidiary after that went into receivership. 

Mr. Edwardes said there was considerable scope to improve Dun- 
lop's profit margins through cutting costs, boosting capital inv- 
estment and exploiting the group's brand names. 

He noted that Pegi Malaysia, Dunlop's biggest share holder with 26 
per cent, has already undertaken to vote for the reconstruction 
proposals. 

U.S. borrowers lead 
international markets 

PARIS (R) — The United States headed the league of borrowers on 
Internationa] capital markets last year, well ahead of second-placed 
Japan, the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Dev- 
elopment (OECD) said Tuesday. 

Preliminary figures showed fhat U.S. borrowers raised $58.9 bil- 
lion from international bond and loan markets in 1984 as foreign 
investors moved to Lake advantage of high dollar interest rates and a 
dynamic American economy. 

The figures issued by the OECD, which groups the leading Wes- 
tern economies, covered privaie and government borrowers, but 
financial sources sard the U.S. portion was largely money raised by 
large corporations. 

Economists said the continuing inflow helped drive up the dollar to 
record levels, despite a massive U.S. trade deficit estimated by the 
OECD at $1 1 1 billion last year. 

Mr. Paul Volcker. head of the U.S. Federal Reserve Board, war- 
ned last week that America was becoming addicted to borrowing 
said »hs made it vulnerable if foreign investors suddenly 
'chjr.ged their mind at>cui lending there. 

Alter Japan, which raised $ 1 7.4 billion, the next largest borrowers 
in 1984 were Sweden with 513.1 billion and France, which raised 
SI 2.4 billion.. 


Western states agree 
debt deal with Poland 

PARIS (R) — Western governments have completed three years of 
on-off negotiations with Poland by agreeing to give the country more 
lime to pay its debts to them, the French finance ministry announced 
here Wednesday. . " 

The agreement marks another step towards a normalisation of 
economic relations between Western countries and Warsaw after 
three years of friction triggered by the imposition of martial law in 
Poland in December 1 981.. 

The official communique gave no details of the rescheduling acc- 
ord. which was reached late Tuesday after a two-day meeting bet- 
ween Poland and 1 7 Western creditor nations. 

Diplomatic sources said it covers repayments of interest and pri- 
ncipal on up to S5 billion of debt guaranteed by governments and 
which should have been repayed between January 1982 and the end 
of last year. 

Debt rescheduling talks between Western creditor nations and 
Poland were blocked after NATO, the Western military alliance, 
imposed economic sanctions against the Eastern Bloc country in 
early 19S2. . . 

The West broke off the debt talks at that time even though six of 
the creditor countries — Austria, Brazil. Finland. Japan. Sweden and 
Switzerland — are not NATO members. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



'Good try. You patched the crack in the 
ceiling, but created four new ones!" 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
* by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee. 


LEKAN 


KECAD 


RETINE 



SURDIA 
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Now arrange the circled letters to 
. form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by fte above cartoon. 


Pressure on sterling eases, 
markets look to Washington 


LONDON (R) — Pressure on the. pound sterling 
eased Wednesday and the dollar showed little mov- 
ement as the currency markets kept a cautious eye 
ou a top-level meeting of leading Western finance 
ministers in Washington. 


The British government's eme- 
rgency action to bolster the pound 
after h fell to a record low of 
$1.1020 in Asia on Monday see- 
med to be working for the time 
being, dealers said. 

It rose to $1 .1215 from $ 1 . 1 205 
at the dose here Tuesday nighL 
showing a steadiness that will be 
welcomed by Chancellor of the 
Exchequer Nigel Lawson, who 
forced British banks to put up int- 
erest rates by 1 % per centage poi- 
nts to. 12 per cent on Monday. 

British money-market rates 
eased Wednesday, lifting the spe- 
ctre of banks raising their lending 
rates for the third time in a week, 
but traders warned that sterling' s 
latest sanctuary was still vul- 
nerable to a fresh rise in the dollar 
or further downward pressure on 
oil prices. 

Both fronts provided fav- 
ourable news for the pound. Con- 
tinuing arctic weather in Europe 
has braked the fall in oil prices, 
while currency market activity has 
quietened pending the outcome of 
the meeting of the so-called 
Group of Five ministers and cen- 
tral bankers that started in Was- 
hington Wednesday. 

The officials will grapple with 
the worrisome impact of turbulent 
currency markets on their eco- 
nomies. Western monetary sou- 
rces said. 

Planned weeks ago. the meeting 
was originally set up as one of a 
series to assess the international 
economic outlook. Bui recent 
turmoil on the currency markets 


ha§ now taken centre stage- * 

‘ill’s certain to be one of the 
principal topics," said one source 
who was asked about the almost 
chaotic conditions on foreign exc- 
hange markets in recent days. 

Mr. Lawson said in parliament 
that he will raise the issue of the 
strong dollar during the two-day 
meeting. 

But at a news conference in 
Bonn, West German Finance Min- 
ister Gerhard Stoltenberg, who 
will attend the meeting with his 
counterparts from the United Sta- 
tes. Britain, France and Japan fla- 
tly ruled out joint action to drive 
the U.S. dollar down. 

France, too, does not believe 
that such concerted large-scale 
central bank intervention would 
effectively curb the dollar's 
strength for long. French finance 
ministry sources in Paris said. 

While there will apparently be 
no attempt at concerted int-. 
ervention, monetary sources said 
the three European countries and 
Japan will press the United States 
to reduce its budget deficit, now 
over $200 billion. 

This course of action, the sou- 
rces said, would help bring down 
U.S. interest rates and the value of 
the dollar in the process. 

President Reagan will present 
his budget plan to Congress early 
next' month but it may take weeks 
and even months of wrangling 
among congressmen before a final 
' budget is approved. 

Even then, it remains uncertain 
whether the administration will 


achieve its goal of setting in mot- 
ion a process that will cut the def- 
icit to $100 billion by the 1988 
financial year. 

The sources said the United Sta- 
tes will probably explain at length 
at the closed meeting its plans for 
budget action. 

On the question of what to do 
about the dollar's strength, adm- 
inistration sources said the U.S. 
Treasury has adopted a marginally 
more receptive attitude toward 
requests for foreign exchange 
market intervention, departing 
slightly from its ideological 
hands-off attitude towards cur- 
rency markets. 

Reagan administration policy 
has been to intervene only when 
markets become disorderly. 

The sources said the treasury is 
now willing to interpret the def- 
inition of “disorderly markets’' 
more broadly than in the past but 
stiU rejects action to change the 
direction in which currencies 
move. 

A review of currency markets 
would be bound to include an ass- 
essment of whether markets have 
become disorderly, financial ana- 
lysts said, but the monetary sou- 
rces refused to speculate about 
whether the ministers would take 
up this issue. 

The sources said currencies 
would be discussed as part of a 
general review of the five cou- 
ntries’ economies. 

Accordingly, the officials would 
discuss the U.S. budget and the 
robust American economy as well 
as sluggish European economic 
growth and international interest 
rates. 

These talks will help to shape 
the agenda of the Bonn summit of 
the seven leading industrial dem- 
ocracies in May. 

Ministers and central bankers 
will also review the international 


debt problem, which they gen- 
erally agree is far less critical today 
than in recent months. 

But there is genuine concern 
that unless Europe and Japan join 
the United States as “loc- 
omotives" driving global growth, 
a fresh debt crisis could be pro- 
voked as the export markets of 
financially struggling developing 
nations contract. 

These issues, and a general- pre- 
ference for the " case-by-case' ‘ 
approach to the debt crisis over 
global solutions, will come up as 
the five countries review their pos- 
ition in advance of the spring mee- 
tings of the International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF) and World 
Bank m Washington. 

Under the “case -by-case” app- 
roach. the debt problems of ind- 
ividual nations have been dealt 
with separately while calls for vast 
new aid flows to the Third World 
have ben roundly rejected by ihe 
group of five, which holds con- 
trolling power in the IMF and 
World Bank. 

The spring conference will be 
highlighted by a discussion among 
debtor and creditor nations on 
debt problems, at (he insistence of 
the Third World. 

America and its allies, mea- 
nwhile. want a dialogue on int- 
ernational trade and barriers to 
private foreign investment in the 
Third World. 

Monetary sources said the Uni- 
ted States, which wields the most 
influence in the World Bank and 
the IMF because it makes the lar- 
gest contributions to both, has no 
concrete proposals for the 
debtor-creditor talks beyond a 
vague and reluctant approval for a 
dialogue. 

Indeed, several U.S. sources 
have even questioned the need for 
the spring meetings, since no con- 
crete results are likely. 


British industry weighs plans 


LONDON (R) — The sustained 
fall in sterling's value has dis- 
heartened Britons planning a U.S. 
visit and dented national pride, 
but it has given a fillip to exporters 
trying to win orders in the markets 
of the world. 

To that extent the fall of the 
pound te.$ 1:42 and a record low 
this week against a basket of cufo 
rencies is welcomed by ind- 
ustrialists. some of whom have 
been enjoying an export boom 
because their goods are priced 
more competitively. 

But at the same time many Bri- 
tish businessmen are unhappy 
with the medicine needed to halt 
sterling's slide — sharply higher 
interest rates which have inc- 
reased the cost of new borrowing 
from banks and repayments on 
existing loans. 

The immediate result — a rec- 
ord £4.5 billion ($4.9 billion) was 
wiped off British share values in 
one day. though they have since 
bounced back. 

“Britain's economic recovery is 
good, but not good enough ro wit- 


hstand this for very long." said a 
Confederation of British Industry 
(CB1) spokesman. “That's why 
we' re calling on the government to 
get interest rates down again as 
soon as possible." 

The CB1 says a one percentage % 
point rise in interest rate swill cost 
industry £250 miffioiH$277 mil- 
lion) over a full-yea*. which means 
little money for expansion. 

At a time when unemployment 
stands at over 3.2 million, or about 
1 3 per cent, many companies may 
have to cut back still further, mea- 
ning a further loss of jobs. 

Steeper interest rates seem set 
to filter through to home loans 
"shortly, and more expensive mor- 
tgages spell bad news for the bui- 
lding industry. The higher cost of 
borrowing will also mean less con- 
sumer spending. 

Sterling's weakness has raised 
some import costs, though inc- 
reases have been tempered and in 
some cases offset by the recent 
weakness in raw material prices. 

Nonetheless manufacturers’ 
input costs increased 2.9 per cent 


in December after a 0.9 per cent 
rise in November a worryingomen 
for a government for which con- 
trolling inflation remains a pri- 
mary policy objective. 

Set against this is the boon that a 
sagging pound has brought to Bri- 
tish exporters who have, found 
their goods more competitive in 
world markets — particularly in 
the United States. 

When sterling rose to $2.45 in 
1980. what is now regarded as a ’ 
serious over-valuation, it took a 
heavy toll of British traditional 
indusuy and is largely blamed for 
sending unemployment soaring. 

Many politicians have said the 
pound has remained over-valued 
against the currencies of other 
European trading nations, though 
not against the dollar. 

They believe the recent slide 
against other currencies will ben- 
efit British trade in the goods the 
country must export as its reliance 
on North Sea oil wanes over the 
next few years. 

Oil has disguised a steady slide 
into deficit on merchandise trade 


in the last year and was the main 
factor keeping t he current account 
in balance Iasi year. 

A surplus of £2.5 billion ($2.8 
billion) is forecast for 1985. mai- 
nly because of a surplus on oil of 
^bout £400 million a month. 

Mr. Teddy Taylor, a Con- 
servative member of parliament, 
believes Britain must improve its 
competitiveness — the country 
was ranked 14th in a recent Eur- 
opean management forum survey 
of competitiveness and pro- 
ductivity which was dominated by 
the United States. Switzerland, 
Japan and West Germany. 

Mr. Taylor said in a radio int- 
erview Wednesday that Britain's 
.competitiveness had been eroded 
because wages had risen 13 per 
cent a year while productivity rose 
only one per cent a year, whereas 
in West Germany the disparity 
was small. 

Unofficial strikes that disrupted 
production and hurt the con- 
fidence of overseas customers 
were too prevalent. Mr. Taylor 
said. 
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LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Share prices closed higher as sterling steadied 
but the market remains nervous as the short term sterling outlook 
is still uncertain. At 1530 GMT the FTSE 1 00 share index was up 
18.5 to 1251.7. 

Some institutional demand was noied but share rises were 
accentuated owing to stock shortages which re flee [“covering of 
recent oversold positions. 

Government bonds were irregular with gains of around 'A in 
short dates but longer maturities were 1/16 poini easier on bal- 
ance. Gold shares and North Americans were mixed. 

ICI at 762 and BTR at 611 both firmed 14p while Glaxo 
j urnped 50p to 1 1 65 after a brokers' profit forecast was upgraded, 
dealers said. 

British Aerospace, suspended at 368 Tuesday, ended at 358 
after returning at 355 Wednesday morning. The government said 
Tuesday it will sell its 4K per cent stake in the company later this 
year with company itself making a share issue at the time. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


1.1205/15 

U.S. dollars 

im- 

1 .3249/52 

Canadian dollars 

an> 

3.1820/30 

West German marks 


3.5955/70 

Dutch guilders 

uh- 

2.67X5/95 

Swiss francs 

fae- 

63.68/72 

Belgian francs 

SCJ 

9.7475/7525 

French francs 

and 

1952.0/1953.0 

Italian lire 

.■Id 

254.70/80 

Japanese yen 

u- 1 

9.1175/1275 

Swedish crowns 


9.2125/2225 

Norwegian crowns 

icr- 

1 1 .3875/3975 

Danish crowns 

nod 

302.75/303.25 

U.S. dollars 

ir 


One ounce of gold 


T TYOUR DAILY 

Horoscope 

from the Carroll Righter Institute ■ 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, JAN. 17, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: A startling event can 
make you want to act quickly so you can get out from 
under some untenable position, but you would merely 
get into some other confrontational crises. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You desire to get off to 
new interests but don't be forceful otherwise you spoil 
your chances with one who can assist you. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You had better face up 
to some obligation instead of trying to worm yourself 
out of it. Be more harmonious with your mate. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) You may want to 
change partners or add another hastily, but it would be 
better to sleep on on it first and be sure of what is best. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Don’t get 
frustrated with your job but find better ways of handl- 
ing if efficiently. Hit on a more logical perspective. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Some extravagance you may 
indulge in today could bring remorse soon or you get 
severely criticized, so be more economical instead. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Don't make those 
changes at home until you get the OK from all who dwell 
there. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You may get a letter that 
can help you to advance very quickly to your career. Get 
rid of that flaw in the path of your progress. 

SCORPIO (OcL 23 to Nov. 21) Some financial invest- 
ment you may make could work to your detriment, so 
study it well. Don't lose your temper. 

. SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) If you try to get 
out of some unpleasant matter, be careful not to act 
hastily. Enjoy yourself socially in the evening. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You think you can 
quickly rid yourself of some constant worry, but give 
it more thought and then handle it wisely. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Don't follow the ad- 
vice of a person whose ideas are different from your own. 
Be more willing to accept help, though. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Take it slow and easy 
at your regular work and do it accurately, without try- 
ing to make revisions. 

- IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
have many talents but will have to gradually come out 
with them since they are advanced and the public would 
not accept them readily, and therefore have to be pro- 
ven with the assistance of other pioneers. Teach to be 
patient and later a big name can be made. 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, JAN. 18, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: You have a big oppor- 
tunity now to consider your most ambitious projects. 
Go to those whom you want to cooperate with you in 
making them a workable reality and get their assistance. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Many new and fascinatin g 
interests can be gotten into today so study them and 
know which can help you the most. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You have an opportuni- 
ty to use good judgment in business affairs, especially 
with one who appreciates your talents. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) A good day to contact 
as many associates and pals as possible and make wise 
plans for the future. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) Study your ' 
job tasks and do them in such a way that higher-ups 
will be pleased. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Plan your enter tainmen ts 
for the days ahead wisely so that you can extract the 
greatest pleasure from them. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Home conditions may 
need changes and improvements that may require ex- 
penditure of some money. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Contact thoae persons 
who can help to make routines more productive and easy 
at the same time. 

SCORPIO (OcL 23 to Nov. 21) Huddle with financial ■ 
experts so that you can add much to your bank account 
and get good results. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Be sure to study 
your wishes and know how best to gain them at this ' 
time, and also become more prosperous. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) While you like to 
get everything well organized, this is a day to consider 
the over-all picture of your existence and make revisions. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Find out what friends - 
can be most helpful to you in improving your fl or in! af- 
fairs, and get into the right circles. 

PISCES (Feb. 20. to Mar. 20) Handle your b usine ss 
affairs in such a way that bigwigs will be more riifln ' 
pleased, and you will advance quickly in your career. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be greatly interested in international affairs and also be 

- a true patriot, so be sure to plan for a very fine educa- 
tion now and to add foreign languages to the curriculum 
' since much travel is posable during the lifetime. Teach 
to be more tactful with others and to be very sure of 
facts and figures. 
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akistani troops killed in 


dashes, Indian general says 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — Indian troops have kil- 
led about 50 Pakistani soldiers over the past six 
months in the disputed Siachin Glacier region of 
north east Kashmir, an Indian general was quoted as 
saying Wednesday. 


Lt. Gen. M.L. Chibber. com- 
mander-in-chief of the army’s 
northern command, said three 
Indian soldiers were killed in the 
clashes and 27 injured in ava- 
lanches. 

Gen. Chibber’ $ comments to 
reporters in Kashmir’s Jammu city 
were carried by United News of 
India (UNI) news agency. 

Gen. Chibber said Indian tro- 
ops had repulsed several attempts 
by Pakistani” invaders ' to capture 
the 7.000 metre Glacier. 

Both India and Pakistan ha\e' 
reported occasional clashes in the 
region, but Gen. Chibber is the 
first high-ranking army olficer to 
publiclv report casualties. 

India and Pakistan have fought 
three wars since the subcontinent 
was partitioned in 1947. Two of 
the wars, in 144K and 1965. were 


over Kashmir, two thirds of which 
is now controlled by India and the 
rest bv Pakistan. 


The Siachin Glacier is a snowy, 
inhospitable wildemes that runs 
beyond the 1 949 ceasefire line, is 
the revised "line of actual control” 
drawn up under the 1972 Simla 
Accord. 

On Monday, the independent 
Hindu newspaper quoted an uni- 
dentified "highly-placed” Indian 
officer in Jammu as saying six Pak- 
istani soldiers were killed and at 
least 10 seriously wounded in a 
three-day battle on the Glacier 
earlier this month. The report said 
Indian troops saw the Pakistanis 
carry away a total of 63 bodies 
from the area after clashes in 
April. August and January. 

Meanwhile a special court in the 


.Western Indian desert stale of 
Rajasthan will start dosed trials of 
suspected Sikh extremists on Fri-. 
day. the Press Trust oflndiafPTl) 
news agency reported Wed- 
nesday. 

PTI said the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) laid charges 
Tuesday against 379 suspects in 
the Central Rajasthan town of 
Jodhpur. 

It said they were jointly charged 
with sedition. The suspects, held 
in prisons across the country, were 
' being transferred to Jodhpur to 
await trial, it said. 


No suspected Sikh extremists 
have been tried so far in 10 special 
courts set up in Punjab state, dec- 
lared a “ terrorist-affected area” in 
July last year, to hold closed trials 
of people charged with sedition., 
murder and sabotage. 

Punjab police said two months 
ago about 600 identified Sikh ext- 
remists had been arrested in 
mopping-up operations after the 
army stormed the holiest Sikh shr- 
ine. Amritsar's Golden Temple, in 


June 19R4. 

PTI said another special court 
would be set up in the Rajasthan 
town of Ajmer to try alleged Sikh 
extremists. 

It quoted informed sources as 
saying those to be tried included 
•Harmindar Singh Sandhu, sec- 
retary of the outlawed All India 
Sikh Students Federation, who 
was captured during the Golden 
•Temple battle. 

Indian Army Chief of Staff 
General A.S. Vaidya said in a 
newspaper article two days ago 
the army had "more or less” sta- 
mped out Sikh extremists in Pun- 
jab. six months after it was ord- 
ered into the troubled state bor- 
dering Pakistan. 


■"The army has more or less suc- 
cessfully completed its task of cle- 
aring the terrorists from various 
villages in Punjab and unearthed 
most of the weapons and exp- 
losives hidden in the state,” Gen. 
Vaidya wrote in the army weekly 
newspaper Sainik Samachar (sol- 
dier’s news). 


2 rebels die in battles with Vietnamese 


ARANYAPRATHET. Thailand 
(R) — Two Kampuchean gue- 
rrillas were killed and six wounded 
in fighting with Vietnamese troops 
near the Thai border Wednesday. 
Thai military sources said. 

The clash erupted when gue- 
rrillas of the Khmer People’s Nat- 
ional Liberation Front (KPNLF) 
tried to drive Vietnamese troops 
out of pans of Nong Samet Base 
they have occupied since Chr- 
istmas Day. the Thai officers said. 

They had no reports of Vie- 
tnamese injurio. but said the 
Kampuchean casualties resulted 
from artillery and mortar fire at 
Nong SameL 30 kilometres north 
east of the Thai border town ol 
Aranvaprathei. 

Two KIiijkt Rouge guerrillas 
were also reported wounded 
Wednesday in elashes with small 
Vietnamese army units to the 
south in the Phnom Malai area, 
the officers said. 

Thai officials have predicted 
that renewed heavy fighting bet- 
ween KPNLF guerrillas and Vie- 
tnamese may won break out at the 
KPNLF base at San Lor Chn- 
Ngan. 65 kilometres to the north 
east. 


Thai military officials said they 
believed Vietnamese troopsmighl 
have started a fire which burned a 
wooden road bridge linking Ara- 
nyaprathet to the Kampuchean 
town of Poipel. 

The bridge marking the border 
has been closed to traffic since the 
Khmer Rouge took power in 
Phnom Penh in 1975. 

Meanwhile. Vietnam Wed- 
nesday freed four Chinese fis- 
hermen and 67 other Chinese arr- 
ested for intruding into Vie- 
tnamese territory, the Vietnam 
News Agency I YNA » said. 

VNA. monitored in Bangkok, 
described the release as proof of 
Vietnam's desire "for restoration 
of the traditional friendship bet- 
ween the iv. o nation:-." !■ did not 
say when the Chinese were arr- 
ested. 

VNA said it was regrettable that 
Peking had rejected Hanoi’s pro- 
posal for a border ceasefire from 
Wednesday to Feb. 26 to allow 
people in border areas to cel- 
ebrate Lunar New Year. 

The two countries fought an 
inconclusive border war six years 
ago and both have regularly rep- 
orted border clashes since then. 


China said Wednesday its bor- 
der troops had beaten back a ser- 
ies of Vietnamese incursions into 
southern Yunnan province Tue- 
sday. killing or wounding a num- 
ber of intruders. 

The official New China News 
Agency ( NCN A ) said Vietnamese 
forces launched a series of attacks 
under cover of artillery fire in the 
Laoshan area of Malipo county, 
the scene of fierce fighting last 
spring. 

By Tuesday night "all the inv- 
aders were expelled." the report 
said. 

It was the first time in months 
that China has announced ret- 
aliation for what it calls Vietnam’s 
"continuous provocations." 

Foreign diplomats in Peking 
were pu/j^d early this month that 
there was no flare-up of frontier 
fighting as Chinese- backed gue- 
rrillas in Kampuchea abandoned 
several-of their bases under a con- 
certed attack by the powerful Vie- 
tnamese army. 

In prev ious years tension along 
the Sino-Viemamese border ten- 
ded to rise as Hanoi's dry season 
offensive against the guerrillas 
reached its height. 


Japan’s poison candy gang ends truce 


TOKYO |R) — Japan's poison 
candy gang announced Wed- 
nesday it was about io move back 
.into the extortion business after 
what it described as a relaxing 
New Year holiday. 

"This year wc intend to collect 
1 .3 billion yen l$5.2 million)." the 
gang said in a letter distributed to 
newspapers. 

"We h.nc to carry on until wc 
reach this target but after that we 
will Mop harassing food com- 


panies." 

The letter was in the same moc- 
king tones as ail the others which 
last year gave Japanese police 
their most prolonged and emb- 
arrassing headache. 

The gang threatens food com- 
panies that poisoned samples of 
their products will be placed on 
store shelves unless ransom is 
paid. 

The very threat, issued with high 
publicity, is usually enough to 


send company profits nosediving. 

As usual, the letter was signed 
" the man with 2 1 faces." an 
allusion to a mystery novel of the 
1930s. 


In their customary chatty style 
the crooks described their New 
year break. 

"We were all relaxed together 
at hot springs during the holiday. 
We shall hold on this ’year." the 
letter said. 
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THE BETTER ODDS 


Neither vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 

4*K 

T AKQJ73 
0 972 
4 AQ5 

WEST EAST 

4865 4Q97432 

^ 1096 r>4 

v A Q 8 5 0 K J4 

4K83 4 J 106 

SOUTH 
4 A J 10 
^852 
0 1063 
49742 
The bidding: 

North East South West 
1 T Pass 1 NT Pass 
3 4 Pass 3 V pass 
3 NT Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Five of 0 . 

Frank Stewart, a bridge 
teacher from Birmingham, 
Ala., has been appointed 
Associate Editor of the 
ACBL "Bulletin." Stewart 
has contributed articles to 
many of the world’s foremost 
magazines, and his first book^ 
"Bridge for the Advancing 
Player,” has just been 
published by Prentice-Hall. 
(Paperback, 234 pp. Avail- 
able from The Bridge World, 
39 W. 94th St.. New York. 
N.Y. 10025 for S6.95 plus 75 
cents postage & handling.) A 
second book is in the works. 

The book is directed to the 
duplicate player, and some of 
the conventions used might 
appear strange to many of 
our readers. However, the 
selection of hands is very 


good indeed, and the prob- 
lems will prove challenging 
to most players. The book is 
written in an easy style and 
will reward study. 

On this hand from the 
book. South might * easily 
have passed North’s one 
heart opening rather than 
respond one no trump. 
Stewart makes a valid point 
that the fact that South’s 
honors are concentrated in 
one suit makes the hand 
better than the 5 points it 
counts. Note North's good 
judgment in bidding three no 
trump rather than four 
hearts. 

West leads a diamond and 
the defenders quickly take 
their book as declarer sheds 
a club on the fourth round of 
the suit. West then exits 
with a spade. Declarer has 
eight tricks. Should he try 
for his ninth by overtaking 
the king of spades and trying 
the club finesse, which means 
he will be down two if that 
fails because the opponents 
can cash the queen of spades? 
Or should he win the king or 
spades and rely on a 2-2 heart 
break, in which case the third 
heart will be an entry to the 
■ace of spades in the closed 
hand? 

It is a simple matter or 
percentages. The club finesse 
is a 59 percent shot. The odds 
on a 2-2 heart break are 40 
percent. So overtake Che 
king ol spades with the ace, 
finesse the queen of clubs 
and claim your contract! 


It said that in extortion bids last 
year the gang used a school boy 
and a schoolgirl to tape thr- 
eatening messages. The letter said 
neither child belonged to families 
of the gang. 


The gang's exploits and ability 
to evade one of the most intensive 
hunts ever seen in Japan has dee- 
ply disturbed authorities. 


Former 

leaders 

discuss 

world 

problems 


BARCELONA. Spain (R) — 
Former leaders from the West and 
the Communist Bloc began a 
two-day meeting in Barcelona 
Wednesday to try to use their exp- 
erience in the search for solutions 
to world problems. 

The meeting, attended by 28 
older statesmen, was the first full 
session of the Inter-Action Policy 
Board. 

He said it would try especially to 
work out proposals for ending the 
arms race. 

The organisation, set up in 1 983 
under the auspices of the United 
Nations, is a privately-funded 
group which promotes world 
peace and development by dra- 
wing on the experience and con- 
tacts of former government lea- 
ders. 

Members include former West 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Schmidt and Former Prime Min- 
isters Takeo Fukuda of Japan. 
Giulio Andreotti of Italy and 
James Callaghan of Britain. 

After two days of closed dis- 
cussions in Barcelona, the par- 
ticipants will , go to Madrid for 
talks with King Juan Carlos and 
Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez 
on Friday. 

The organisers said the meeting 
would test whether the board was 
an effective alternative policy 
voice in world affairs. 

Dr. Waldheim said in his ope- 
ning address: "I believe that we 
chn break new ground in focusing 
on what should be done and how it 
should be done. 

"The experience and insight 
represented by members of this 
policy board should ensure that 
realistic and sensible suggestions 
can be made. 


Soviets to test ‘anti- Star 
Wars’ warhead — Jane’s 


LONDON (AP) — The Soviets 
are expected to begin flight- 
iest ing an operational man- 
ocuvering re-entry vehicle for its 
ballstic missiles within the next 
five years to counter the U.S. 
"Star Wars” defence programme. 
Jane’s Defence Weekly reported. 

The magazine said that man- 
oeuvrable warheads aboard int- 
crncontinental ballistic missiles 
would "complicate" the U.S. pro- 
gramme for space-based anti- 
missile defences, called the Str- 
ategic Defence Initiative. 

The manoeuvrable warheads 
can be directed at a target after 
launch, ns compared with current 
MIRV, or multiple independently 
targeted r£-entry vehicles, which 
are pretargeted. 

The Soviet counter-effort has 
apparently gathered momentum 
since President Ronald Reagan in 
1983 announced the U.S. pro- 
gramme aimed at shooting down 
Soviet ICBMs with space-based 
battle stations and air-launched 
ami -ballistic missiles. 

Jane's, quoting unidentified 
U.S. sources, said the Soviets have 
until now disrounted improving 
the accuracy of their long-range 
nuclear missiles because they con- 
sidered the "throw-weight." the 
warhead megatonnage of their 
weapons, was enough to ove- 
rwhelm any U.S. defences. 

The magazine is produced by 
Jane's Publishing Co., which iss- 
ues military yearbooks and rev- 
iews considered authoritative by 


the defence establishment. 

June's also reported that up to 
30 Soviet sailors were killed when 
the nuclear-powered icebreaker 
Lenin had a "meltdown” of its 
reactor. 

The magazine said the lethal 
accident aboard the 1 7 2! 80- ion 
Lenin in 1967 "ranks among the 
most serious nuclear accidents." 

It said the information was 
based* on Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) documents and 
other sources. CIA documents 
referred to the meltdown as "a 
sudden catastrophic accident." 

The weekly said that after the 
Lenin accident, the hull of the 
ship, commissioned Sept. 15. 
1959, lay abandoned for more 
than a year before the vessel was 
rebuilt in Murmansk with a new 
twin-reactor plant. 

But the magazine said the"pot- 
cntiaily most serious accident” 
was aboard a Soviet nuclear- 
powered submarine off the U.S. 
coast in December 19721 

It said the cause was believed to 
be a radiation leak from a 
nuclear-tipped torpedo designed 
to destroy U.S. harbour facilities. 

Jane’s also published rare pho- 
tos of the Soviets' new attack 
fighter-bomber, the Sukhoi 
SU-24. 

The magazine reported that the 
photos were taken by a Swedish 
fighter pilot who intercepted an 
SU-24, codenamed "fencer" by 
NATO, over the Baltic Sea rec- 
ently. 


Brazil’s new leader 
to allow direct vote 


BRASILIA (R) — President- 
Elect Tancredo Neves, who will' 
become Brazil's first civilian lea- 
der for two decades following his 
decisive election victory, has ple- 
dged to restore direct popular vot- 
ing for future presidents. 

Mr. Neves Tuesday polled 69 
per cent of the votes cast by the 
686-member electoral college, a 
system enshrined in the con- 
stitution by the architects of the 
1964 coup and which he has des- 
cribed as patently undemocratic. 

The rival candidate of the • 
military-backed government's 
Social Democrat Party (PDS), the 
millionaire businessman son of a 
Lebanese immigrant. Paulo 
Maluf. received only 26 per cent. 

Mr. Neves, Brazil's first prime 
minister in the brief parliamentary 
experiment of the 1960’s. wQI be 
the oldest man to take over the 
presidency when he succeeds Gen. 
Joao Figueiredo on March 15, 
eleven days after his 75th bir- 
thday- 

He has promised to hold fresh 
elections before his 80th birthday 
to allow a younger man to govern 
the 131 million people living in 
this largest of South American 
countries. 

“Inflation is the clearest sym- 


ptom of national economic dis- 
order." Mr. Neves, a former ban- 
ker, told the Electoral College, 
promising his second priority 
would be to cut the over 200 per 
cent annual inflation figure by 
promoting growth. 

He thanked the armed, forces 
for not interfering in the process 
of return to civilian democracy 
and praised Gen. Figueiredo. the 
fifth soldier-president since the 
1964 coup, for granting political 
amnesty to opponents, freeing 
the press and allowing direct ele- 
ction to parliament and state ass- 
emblies. 

Mr. Neves said the future lay in 
the hands of the workers. "The 
democratic reconstruction of the 
country signifies a return, in total 
liberty, of the workers to political 
life,” he said. 


On BraziTs S 100 billion debt, 
the biggest of the Third World, he 
wants better terms but has ruled 
out a break with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF)- 
Before he assumes office. Mr. 
Neves will visit Lisbon, the Vat- 
ican, Washington. Mexico City 
and Buenos Aires, according to 
sources at his campaign hea- 
dquarters. 


U.S. considers request by 
El Salvador for gunships 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — The 
United States is considering sup- 
plying advanced helicopter gun- 
ships to El Salvador to help the. 
government in its fight against 
rebels, U.S. officials said Wed- 
nesday. They told Reuters the 
U.S. State Department was rev- 
iewing a request from the Sal- 
vadorean army for four Hughes 
500 helicopters fitted with guns 
capable of firing 6.000 rounds per 
minute. 

Last month the United States 
supplied the Salvadorean gov- 
ernment with two C-47 aircraft 
equipped with .50-calibre 
machine-guns. 

The human rights office of the 
Roman Catholic Church said this, 
showed the government was see- 
king a purely military solution to 
the conflict. 

Referring to the request for hel- 
icopters, a senior U.S. official 
said: “Mobile firepower is the key 
to fighting a guerrilla war.” 

An estimated 8.000 guerrillas 
are fighting an army of more than 
40.000 equipped and trained by 


the United States. 

The army has artillery, tanks 
and armoured cars and is backed 
by at least 24 ground-attack jets 
and other aircraft. 

Military experts say the army's 
greater firepower and numbers 
are offset by the rebels’ greater 
flexibility and political mot- 
ivation, and by terrain that favours 
the guerrillas. 

The C-47, known as an "Air- 
borne Fire Support Platform” . is a 
military version of the" propeller- 
driven Douglas DC-3 airliner, 
adapted for counter-insurgency. 

Army chief of stall Col. Adolf - 
Blandon told Reuters the C’-47s 
had produced good results since 
they were delivered last month. 
They were used in fighting last 
week, he said. 

Much of the fighting h3s taken 
place in densely populated areas 
and U.S. officials said last year 
Washington was reluctant to sup- 
ply El Salvador with powerful 
gunships because of the possibility 
of civilian casualties. 
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Boy rescues children from icefloe 


URK. Netherlands (R J - A 12-year-old boy 
from an icefloe that was being Mown towards a bu*y dipping lane. 
Rowing a small ployester dinghy Rense Bakkcr. son of a lig- 
hthouse keeper io this northern fishing town, made four ^ips»o. 
the terrified children as the floe drifted dangerously lowardsthe 
shipping channel, cleared by icebreakers, on the former Zuydcr 
Zee Police said he had to row several hundred metres in sub-zero 
temperatures to rescue the children who had been skating on the 
huge sheet of ice which suddenly broke away irom a jetty wa«. 
Rense told Reuters in a telephone interview that he s opped doing 
his homework and rushed for his boat when his mother saw what 
has happened to the children. 


Lone Ranger rides again 


LOS ANGELES ( R) — The Lone Ranger is about to take off has 
dark glasses, don his mask and resume the fight for law and order. 
Clayton Moore. 69. who played the Lone Ranger in a long- 
running Western series, said he could once again make public 
appearances as the masked hero. The Wrather Corporation, 
which owns the rights to the Lone Ranger character, has lifted a 
1979 court order that prevented Moore from appearing as the. 
masked rider after a younger man took over the television role. 
The actor had to make do with wearing sunglasses with his cow boy 
outfit when he appeared in public. ‘‘1 was hurl when 1 could no 
longer wear ihe mask but playing the Lone Ranger made me more 
considerate of my fellow man." Moore said. 


Mr. Tooth has teething trouble 


LONDON (R) —Motorist Simon Tooth lost three front teeth in a 
car crash — but they were admitted to hospital with him near 
Basingstoke, southern England, where a surgeon operated to put 
them back. 


Restaurant removes ‘derogatory’ sign 


WEST HOLLYWOOD. California lR) — A sign saving "Fagots 
Stay Our” which hung behind the bar in Barney’s Beanery for 
more than 50 years was removed to comply with a new law in West 
Hollywood, the first U.S. city to have a governing council con- 
trolled by homosexuals. The popular restaurant in suburban Los 
Angeles had faced a fine of S50Q a day under a law forbidding 
discrimination based on sexual orientation or preference. Res- 
taurant owner Irwin Held, who had insisted " fagots" meant only 
bundles of wood, said he agreed to remove the sign rather than 
wage a legal battle which would have been divisive to the com- 
munity and damaging to his business. Many of the 36,000 res- 
idents of West Hollywood said " fagot" — whether spelled with 
one "G” or two — was still a derogatory American term for a male 
homosexual. 


82-year-old man jailed for 10 years 


FILM FIGURES 
■By Mary C. Whitten 
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ACROSS 
1 CrihiloM 

33 Before 

69 Alan Ladd Rim 

101 Harrison Ford 

Crewlord 

35' Ben Verson 

75 Jotneda 

vehtde 

5 Chemical 

vehicle 

marathon 

106 Govt grp. 

base: abbr. 

46 Wings 

76 island greeting 

107 Military raid 

8 Cart wood 

47 Energy abbr. 

77 Dog's bane 

106 Heavy book. 

13 Duster'* target 

48 Klngol Norway 

78 Rhrertothe 

112 Marilyn 

IS Lazarus or 

49 PTays for trite 

Volga 

Monroe film 

Bovary 

51 Overhaul 

79 Sources of 

. 121 Liquor var. 

20 Comic prop 

54 Beatty et»L 

metal 

123 Parsley unit 

21 Literary 

58 Zola the 

81 Uncle — 

124 So alxring 

Wharton 

author 

82 Ampersand 

panel: abbr. 

22 Retuctam 

57 Runt 

83 MW Sopot 

125 Amish piunowi 

23 MerLsch. 

58 Train segment 

music 

126 Main dish 

course 

60 Fabled bird 

87 Bone prefix 

127 Danny's 

24 — Saud 

62 Tied 

89 Abase 

daughter 

25 Hindu power 

63 Pul two and 

S3 Doctrines 

128 Budding wtng 

ole kind 

two together 

94 Provides 

129 Koran chapter 

25 Suitcase 

64 Have - ri 

impetus 

130 Limey's pata 

27 Belusttiffim 

one's bonnet 

96 Get one's goat 

131 Ger.dty 

31 Solar cBsk 

66 War cry 

97 Young sheep 

132 Notice 

32 Optic coating 

68 Pig — poke 

100 Shamrock isle 

133 Betg. river 
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DOWN 

1 Harlow or 
Stapleton 

2 Atlanta arena 

3 To — lunan- 
ferrous ty) 

4 Cager Archibald 

5 Each 

6 Maligned 
T NY airport 

8 La man! 

9 Heb. month 
>0 Fuze 

It Abtdc 

12 Charlie Chan 
phrase 

13 Spelunker 
mflteua 

14 Eggs 

15 Barts* or 
Lugosi 

16 Legal paper 

17 Bring: LaL 
ta -rve — la 

London-" 

28 Kitchen abbr. 


29 FootbaRer 
Tarkenton 

30 Unused 

34 H.lamhy 

35 Dory protector 

36 Robt.— 

37 Church area 

38 St Lawrence 
lor one 

39 Money unit: 
■bbr. 

40 WriMraveled 
No! Be 

si X-ray exposiee 
unit 

42 Business 


expense 
43 Horeecoflar 


44 — Newton-John 

45 Burstyn and 


50 Upper house: Fr. 

52 Euripides play 

53 fowera a Wie 


54 Algonquian 

55 Chimney stutt 

58 Expensive stool 

59 Rhyme scheme 
61 Partner 

85 Capable: abbr. 

86 Smart bird 
67 Tea type 

66 Cavalry unit 

70 "To chronicle 
the - Uies_" 

71 buckle my 
- shoe" 

72 Croeby-Hope 
n bn word 

73 Peart Buck 
heroine 

74 Air 

80 Crystal gazer 

84 Write the 
sleuth 

85 Pack — (quit) 
88 Slava ot yore 
88 Kilter whale 
90 Time mess. 


91 Sprite 

92 Atmosphere: 
comb, form 

95 Both 
87 GovLagL 

98 Proteins 

99 Antelope 

102 Chiding sound 

103 Salem's state 

104 That can work 

105 Swiss river 

108 Pronoun 

109 Mrs. Chaplin 

110 Crusader 
Lucretta 

111 French verb 

113 Salinger girt 

114 Resorts 

115 Goes awry 

116 Loathsome 

117 — bttsy 

118 So 

119 Wax 

120 Listen to 

122 Base bailor Ron 



Last Week's Cryptograms 

1. Ptaky beauty salon customer, wanting glamorous new hair shade, asked 
tor "Henna color, but red." 

2. Hearing my lisping baby sister’s prattle makes me think she is a sibilant 
sibling. 

3. My unde liked to say. "Strike a happy medium —and Idrk a sad MW lhse yerr 

4. Jolly boss eyes a slick new worker on key job, likes what be notices. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 


Diagramkus IS X 29. by Martha J. DeWilt 


ACROSS 
t intrigue 
6 Fairy queen 
9 Cereal 

10 Ruth or 
Zshanas 

11 Exclusive 
rights ta make 
and sen 

12 Jury group 

13 Modify 

14 Resentful 

18 Ventlialed 

19 It currency 

20 Utopian 


22 Kind of potato 

23 Wind direction 

24 Cs bn with 
drugs 

25 Twine 

26 Throw oil the 
track 

29 Paint letter- 
ing devices 

31 Caliph 

33 Alpaca's 
habitat 


38 "It's - to 
ten a He" 

39 Go-between 

40 Shore birds 

42 Border 

43 Uneven 

44 Springs 

48 Obstacle 

49 Scary 

52 Went to Gretna 
Qr»en 

56 Charlie the 


59 Fuss 
80 Toss 

61 Calyx 

62 Dry 

63 Fern leaf 

64 — precedent 

65 Vestige 

68 Got up 

67 Harangues 

69 Catnap 

70 Summoned 

71 Mellow 


I. CLAP YZ7.CYAIU XI tZZMDNXYODP XE y 
ZDMELMQYSND Xl DZXOLttD LE ZDMEDNOXL&. 


— By Connie RnsenfeM 

2. POMMSBALT LJOLBC GRASP POMATP 
FMBYMPC JUMP B A J J l> T GASR MTJBACIPC 
FLY Y ADT. 


DOWN 

1 Food provider 

2 G isolator'* 
milieu 

3 Chafe 

4 Sluggard's 
example 

5 Movie dag 

6 Painter Edouard 

7 Not up 

8 Barbara — 
Goddos 

9 Starvation 
10 Exposed 


34 Confederate 

delect he 

72 Give second 

president 

57 Trued up 

thoughts to 

11 Lost color 

35 Building 

S3 Strutter 

12 Jetties 

material 

54 Drew forth 

15 Chances 

37 Pressed 

ss Adores 

16 Lasso 

36 Twangy 

56 Nearby 

17 Consumed 

41 Utah Illy 

58 Gladdened 

18 Grs truancy 

45 Woe fame! 

60 Became gelid 

21 Imparl 

46 Heaps 

62 Carport 

22 Shears 

47 Shoot tram 

63 Spellbound 

24 Toiled 

ambush 

prinee 

27 Vena opera 

» Animal's 

65 Gaft 

28 Reflection 

backbone 

68 Ofcla.clty 
68 --Got a 

30 Desist 

SO Applause 

32 Mkbtg 

51 bisect pest 

Secret" 


- By Mae re Marcus 

3. OttEIZl CD B Z F L f D A B l> E M CFEAMECHZK. BAD 
THEORY I. T YRZ Cff tfJHZCZZ EK El- 
CLKKEGHZ. 


— By Ed H odd levee 

4. INBOYPABAMI kyperkarm KABOOMER 

xnlabayu alsypxibayl SPYX kb. 

—By E.P. Grover 
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\L *.V YORK .Si — .>2-year-olu’ mar. who . iii.murJ turnum: 
an :irbon-for-prc»fii ring which left hundreds of ponr 1 amities 
homeless was jailed for 10 years although doctors said he had only 
two years to live. "If he were younger and heallheir. I would 
impose a much longer sentence," said Judge Thomas Griesa. who 
also fined Femard Gold S25.000. The court was told that lan- 
dlords had paid Gold to set fire to buildings so they could claim 
insurance. Judge Griesa said: "The ring burned out numerous 
apartments ... forcing families from their homes ... destroying 
their few possessions... placing at extraordinary risk the lit cs of 
hundreds of tenants including old people, women and young 
children. 






